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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON AT SEATTLE 

 
 
FANTASIA TRADING, LLC D/B/A 
ANKERDIRECT, 

 
 Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
SLICE ENGINEERING LLC, 
 
 Defendant. 

 
NO. 2:23-cv-01436 
 
COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY 
JUDGMENT 

 

Plaintiff Fantasia Trading, LLC d/b/a AnkerDirect (“AnkerDirect” or “Plaintiff”) files 

this Complaint for Declaratory Judgment against Slice Engineering LLC (“Slice” or 

“Defendant”) and alleges as follows:  

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action for a declaratory judgment of noninfringement and 

invalidity arising under the patent laws of the United States, Title 35 of the United States Code.    

2. Defendant Slice purports to be the owner of U.S. Patent No. 11,660,810 

(the “’810 patent” or “the Asserted Patent”) (attached as Exhibit A).   

3. Slice’s actions and statements, including its allegations of infringement of the 

‘810 patent by AnkerDirect as detailed below, have created a real and substantial controversy 
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that warrants issuance of a declaratory judgment of invalidity of the ‘810 patent and/or of 

noninfringement by Plaintiffs of the ‘810 patent.   

4. This Court should not allow the imminent threat of a lawsuit to harm and cause 

uncertainty to Plaintiff’s business.   

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§§ 1331 and 1338(a) because this action involves claims arising under the patent laws of the 

United States, 35 U.S.C. § 1, et seq., and under the Federal Declaratory Judgment Act, 28 

U.S.C. §§ 2201 and 2202.   

6. Personal jurisdiction is proper in this Court because Slice has purposefully 

directed activities at residents of this District and the State of Washington, and the claims 

herein arise out of and relate to those activities, such that personal jurisdiction in this case is 

reasonable and fair.   

7. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and 1391(c)(2) 

because a substantial part of the events giving rise to the claims occurred in this District and 

because Defendant is subject to personal jurisdiction in this District.   

8. For the reasons set forth below, a substantial controversy exists between the 

parties which is of sufficient immediacy and reality to warrant declaratory relief.  

BACKGROUND 

9. Plaintiff Fantasia Trading, LLC d/b/a AnkerDirect is a Delaware corporation 

with its principal place of business at 5350 Ontario Mills Parkway, Suite 100, Ontario, 

California 91764.  

10. The Anker family of companies (collectively, “Anker”) is a global consumer 

electronics company that specializes in developing mobile charging accessories and home 

energy solutions, as well as unique consumer products that support premium audio, mobile 

entertainment, and the emerging smart home space.    
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11. Anker is an innovator that does not and need not copy the designs of others.  In 

2018 and 2019, Anker won Amazon’s Global Open Store Seller of the Year Award two years 

in a row.  Anker has always prioritized quality in building its brand, and over time it has 

steadily increased its R&D investments.  In this work, Anker focuses on providing better 

products and experiences to users.  Anker stands behind its products and has built a customer 

service team to provide consumers with 18 months of after-sales protection.  Today, Anker has 

over 140 million customers in more than 140 countries and regions globally.  Anker respects 

the intellectual property rights of others. And Anker is active in protecting its own intellectual 

property rights.  At present, Anker has filed more than 3,000 patent applications worldwide, 

and holds more than 1,200 issued patents.  

12. AnkerDirect sells the AnkerMake M5C 3-D printer (“the Accused Product”) in 

this District and throughout the US via listings on Amazon.com.  

13. Defendant Slice is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the 

State of Florida, with its headquarters located at 747 SW Second Avenue, Suite 296, 

Gainesville, Florida 32601. On information and belief, Slice is the owner by assignment of the 

‘810 patent. 

14. The ‘810 patent is entitled “Adaptable High-Performance Extrusion Head for 

Fused Filament Fabrication Systems.” The ‘810 patent bears an issuance date of May 30, 2023. 

Fused filament fabrication systems are commonly referred to as 3-D printers. 

15. On information and belief, Slice sells various products related to 3-D printers, 

including products purporting to practice the ‘810 patent, by listings on Amazon.com.  

16. On information and belief, sometime prior to August 24, 2023, Slice sent 

communications to Amazon.com in Washington claiming that the Accused Product infringes 

the ‘810 patent and requesting that Amazon.com remove three ASIN listings for the Accused 

Product. On information and belief, Slice requested to use Amazon’s APEX Patent Evaluation 

process to address its claim of infringement. 
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17. On or about August 24, 2023, AnkerDirect received an email from Amazon.com 

stating that it had received a report from Slice claiming that the Accused Product infringes the 

‘810 patent. (A copy of the email is attached as Exhibit B.) The Amazon.com email stated that 

Amazon.com would remove listings for the Accused Product unless, inter alia, AnkerDirect 

agreed to participate in the Amazon APEX process or AnkerDirect filed an action for 

declaratory judgment of non-infringement of the asserted patent within three weeks. 

18. Removal of the Amazon.com listings for the Accused Product threatens to cause 

substantial harm to AnkerDirect’s business selling the Accused Product. A substantial share of 

the Accused Product’s sales are made through orders received on Amazon.com. 

COUNT I: DECLARATION OF  NONINFRINGEMENT 

19. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations in paragraphs 1–18 as though fully 

set forth herein.    

20. AnkerDirect has not infringed and does not infringe, directly or indirectly, any 

valid and enforceable claim of the ‘810 Patent.  Claim 1 of the ‘810 Patent recites:  

“a cooler thermally coupled with the upstream portion for reducing upstream heat 
transfer, the cooler spaced generally axially upstream from the heater; and 

a generally axially extending gap, bound by a bridge traversing the gap between the 
cooler and the heater; wherein, 

…; 
the bridge … comprises:  
a first structural component … having a first portion bearing against the heater and a 

second portion bearing against the cooler…; and 
a second structural component … having a first portion bearing against the heater and 

a second portion bearing against the cooler .” 

21. The Accused Product does not comprise “a cooler … spaced generally axially 

upstream from the heater” as described in the specification and shown in the drawings of the 

‘810 Patent.  

22. The Accused Product does not comprise “a generally axially extending gap, 

bound by a bridge traversing the gap between the cooler and the heater” as described in the 

specification and shown in the drawings of the ‘810 Patent.  
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23. The Accused Product does not comprise a bridge with a “first structural 

component . . . having a first portion bearing against the heater” as described in the 

specification and shown in the drawings of the ‘810 Patent.  

24. AnkerDirect is entitled to a declaratory judgment that it has not infringed and is 

not infringing the ‘810 Patent.  

COUNT II: DECLARATION OF INVALIDITY 

25. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations in paragraphs 1–24 as though fully 

set forth herein.  

26. The ‘810 Patent is invalid for failure to meet the conditions of patentability 

and/or otherwise to comply with one or more of 35 U.S.C. §§ 100 et seq., 101, 102, 103, 112 

and 132.  

27. Claims 1-3, 12-14, 19-20 are invalid under 35 U.S.C. §102(a)(1) as being 

anticipated by Wolf et al (US 2016/0236408, filed on Jul. 23, 2014).  

28. Independent Claim 1 and dependent Claims 2-20 are invalid under 35 U.S.C. § 

103 as obvious in view of Wolf in combination with the knowledge of one of ordinary skill in 

the art and/or other prior art publications, including but not limited to Espalin et al (US 

2017/0064840, filed on Aug. 24, 2015), Batchelder et al (US 2017/0217089, filed on Sep. 26, 

2014), Neboian et al (US 2019/0118467, filed on May 6, 2015), and Sydow et al (US 

2019/0184633, filed on Apr. 11, 2016). 

29. AnkerDirect is entitled to a declaratory judgment that ‘810 Patent is invalid.  

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, AnkerDirect respectfully requests that judgment be entered:  

a. Declaring that AnkerDirect has not and does not infringe, directly, 

contributorily, by inducement, literally or by equivalents, jointly, or willfully, any claim of the 

’810 Patent by making, using, selling, offering to sell, and/or importing of the Accused 

Product;  
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b. Declaring that the Accused Product does not infringe, directly, contributorily, by 

inducement, literally or by equivalents, jointly, or willfully, any claim of the ’810 Patent;  

c. Declaring that the ‘810 Patent is invalid for failure to meet the conditions of 

patentability and/or otherwise to comply with one or more of 35 U.S.C. §§ 100 et seq., 101, 

102, 103, 112 and 132; 

d. If the facts demonstrate that the case is exceptional within the meaning of 35 

U.S.C. § 285, an award to AnkerDirect of its reasonable attorneys’ fees, expenses, and costs 

associated with this action; and  

e. Awarding AnkerDirect any other remedy or relief to which it may be entitled 

and which the Court deems just, proper, and equitable. 

 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 
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DATED:  September 13, 2023. 

 SAVITT BRUCE & WILLEY LLP  

 By    s/Brandi B. Balanda
  Brandi B. Balanda, WSBA #48836 

1425 Fourth Avenue, Suite 800 
Seattle, WA 98101-2272 
Telephone:  206.749.0500 
Facsimile:   206.749.0600 
Email: bbalanda@sbwllp.com 

 Of Counsel: 
 
CROSS-BORDER COUNSELOR LLP 

 By    s/Edwin Wheeler
 By    s/Michael Vella
  Edwin Wheeler, SBN 189991(pro hac vice application 

forthcoming) 
Michael Vella, SBN 151796 (pro hac vice application 
forthcoming) 
12555 High Bluff Drive, Suite 190 
San Diego, CA 92130 
Telephone:  858.338.3383 
Email: ewheeler@cbcounselor.com 
Email: mvella@cbcounselor.com 

 Attorneys for Plaintiff Fantasia Trading, LLC d/b/a 
AnkerDirect
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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RE:�CASE 13633300231� Notice: Amazon Patent Evaluation Express Program - Action

Required

发件⼈： 'patent-evaluation@amazon.com' via Anker direct<ankerdirec… 2023年8⽉24⽇ (周四) 23�24

收件⼈： ankerdirect@anker.com<ankerdirect@anker.com>

Hello,

We received a report from a patent owner who believes the items listed at the end of this email infringe

their U.S. Patent No. 11,660,810. 

If you wish to continue selling the items listed at the end of the email, you have two choices.  

First, you can choose to resolve your claim with the patent owner directly within the next three weeks.  If

we receive a retraction from the patent owner within the next three weeks, we will allow you to continue

selling the items listed at the end of this email.  The patent owner's contact information is as follows:

Slice Engineering LLC

info@sliceengineering.com

747 SW 2nd Ave Suite 296 Gainsville FL 32601

If the patent owner agrees to retract their complaint, they must send the retraction directly to us at

patent-evaluation@amazon.com.  Forwarded retractions will not be accepted. Another option is to

resolve the claim with the patent owner in a federal district court case.  If you are already engaged in a

patent lawsuit with the patent owner, or if you file a lawsuit against the patent owner for declaratory

judgment of non-infringement of the asserted patent, please provide us with a copy of the relevant

complaint within the next three weeks, and you may continue selling the items listed at the end of the

email while the lawsuit proceeds.  

Second, you can choose to participate in neutral evaluation of the patent owner’s claim.  Amazon’s

neutral evaluation procedure is described in the attached document titled “Amazon Patent Evaluation

Express Procedure.”  Please read this document carefully and note that payment of a deposit is

required.  If you choose to participate in the neutral evaluation, you must agree to the attached Amazon

Patent Evaluation Express Agreement, complete Exhibit 2 of the Agreement, “Seller-Supplied

Information,” and return the completed Agreement to patent-evaluation@amazon.com within three

weeks.  

Please note that participation in the evaluation process does not guarantee that you will be able to

continue to sell the items listed at the end of this email following the evaluation.  If the evaluator decides

that the items likely infringe, we intend to remove them from Amazon.com.  If, however, the evaluator

decides the items likely do not infringe, we will not remove your listings from Amazon.com, and your

deposit may be refunded in part or in full.

If you do not either resolve your claim with the patent owner directly, or agree to participate in the

neutral evaluation process, we will remove the listings at the end of this email from Amazon.com.
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2 个附件 (452.5 KB)

To learn more about this policy, search for “Intellectual Property Violations” in Seller Central Help.

ASIN: B0CDH1JMTF

B0CDBQPPWC

B0C2HMQB15

Infringement type: Patent 

Patent Number: 11,660,810

Case ID: 13633300231

You can learn more about your account health in the Performance section of Seller Central

(https://sellercentral.amazon.com/gp/seller-rating/pages/performance-summary.html). 

Neutral Patent Evaluation Team

Amazon.com

--

Amazon Patent Evaluation Express Procedure
PDF - 166.5 KB

Slice Engineering LLC Executed Agreement
PDF - 286.0 KB
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