
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 

 

DACA DESIGN LLC, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v.       Case No.  

 

HANGTIME LLC, and 

HARBHAJAN S. KHALSA,  

 

Defendants. 

 

  

 

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

Plaintiff DACA Design LLC (“DACA” or “Plaintiff”), by and through its attorneys, for its 

Complaint against Hangtime LLC (“Hangtime”) and Harbhajan S. Khalsa (“Haj” and, with 

Hangtime, “Defendants”) hereby alleges, upon knowledge as to itself and its own actions and upon 

information and belief as to all other matters, as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action wherein Plaintiff seeks relief and damages under Title 35 of 

the United States Code for infringement of United States Letters Patent No. 11,523,666 (“the ‘666 

Patent”). 

2. In this action, Plaintiff seeks declaratory, injunctive, monetary and equitable relief, 

compensatory and treble damages, and costs, expenses and attorneys’ fees pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 

§ 281 et seq., 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 & 2202. 
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SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION 

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction of this action under 35 U.S.C. §§ 271 & 

281, and 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 & 1338(a) & (b). 

4. Declaratory, injunctive, and equitable relief is sought pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 

2201, 2202, and 35 U.S.C. § 283. 

5. Damages are sought pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §§ 281 & 284. 

6. Costs and attorneys’ fees are sought pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285, and Rule 54 of 

the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

PERSONAL JURISDICTION 

7. Defendants are subject to this Court’s general personal jurisdiction due to 

Defendants residing and conducting business in this Judicial District. 

VENUE 

8. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 & 1400(b).  Upon 

information and belief, Defendants reside in this Judicial District, have committed acts of 

infringement, and have a regular and established place of business in this Judicial District. 

PARTIES 

9. Plaintiff DACA is a New York limited liability company with a principal place of 

business at 33 Lindbergh Street, Garden City, New York 11530. 

10. Defendant Hangtime is a New Mexico limited liability company having a principal 

place of business at 1603 Salvador Place, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501. 

11. Upon information and belief, Defendant Haj is the founder and chief executive 

officer of Hangtime, and is a citizen of, and resides in, the state of New Mexico. 
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12. Upon information and belief, and according to Hangtime’s New Mexico Secretary 

of State Corporate and Business Services registration documents, Haj is the registered agent of 

Hangtime, with an address of 1713A West Alameda Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501. 

13. Upon information and belief, Haj has authority and control over the products 

distributed by Hangtime and willfully and intentionally directed the infringement of the ‘666 

Patent, which tortious acts were committed within this judicial district. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

A. Patent In Suit 

14. The ‘666 Patent is entitled “Securement Apparatus for Portable Electronic Device” 

and relates to an apparatus for holding a portable electronic device such as a smartphone; a user 

may secure the apparatus to an article of clothing or hang it from a lanyard to wear around the 

neck, thus freeing the user’s hands.  The co-inventors of the ‘666 Patent are Nina Bransfield and 

Brannen Brock.  The ‘666 Patent was filed on April 5, 2021.  On December 13, 2022, the United 

States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”) duly and legally issued the ‘666 Patent. 

15. DACA is the assignee and the lawful owner of all rights, title, and interest in and 

to the ‘666 Patent, by virtue of an assignment of all rights, title, and interest in that Patent from its 

co-inventors, and has standing to sue for infringement of the ‘666 Patent.  A true and correct copy 

of the ‘666 Patent is annexed hereto as Exhibit 1. 

16. The ‘666 Patent is valid and enforceable. 

B. Accused Product 

17. Defendants manufacture, use, offer to sell, sell, market, import, and/or distribute at 

least one model of securement apparatus that infringes the ‘666 Patent (the “Accused Product”), 
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an example of which is sold as Hangtime’s “KOALA® 2.0 Super-Grip Smartphone Harness” and 

available for purchase on Hangtime’s website, located at 

https://www.hangtimegear.com/products/koala-2-0-super-grip-smartphone-harness.  A printout 

of this product page is annexed hereto as Exhibit 2. 

18. The Accused Product is also available for purchase from Hangtime’s Facebook 

page, located at https://www.facebook.com/commerce/products/koala-20-super-grip-

smartphone-harness/5613121902038319/.  A printout of the Facebook product page is annexed 

hereto as Exhibit 3. 

19. The Accused Product is covered by at least claims 1, 9, and 15 of the ‘666 Patent. 

20. The Accused Product’s components, configuration, and operation, meet each of the 

limitations/elements of at least claims 1, 9, and 15 of the ‘666 Patent. 

21. As a non-limiting example, Defendants have infringed claim 1 of the ’666 Patent.  

Claim 1 claims as follows: 

1. A securement apparatus for a portable electronic device comprising: 

 

a body having a perimeter defining therewithin an elastomeric panel; 

 

a plurality of elastomeric bands extending from the panel, the plurality of bands 

defining at least three openings adapted to receive a comer of the portable 

electronic device; 

 

the body having a node being secured to an upper portion of the panel, at least two 

of the plurality of bands being secured to the node and extending downwardly and 

connecting to the panel; 

 

an attachment element coupled to the node; 

 

a flexible strap extending from the attachment element having a distal end 

connected to an attachment device adapted to be secured to a user; and 

 

wherein two bands of the plurality of bands each have an end connected to a panel 
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bottom portion, and the two bands together form a W-shaped element. 

 

22. Defendants have infringed at least claim 1 of the ’666 patent in that all limitations 

of claim 1 correspond to elements of the Accused Product. 

C. Notice of Infringement 

23. On April 5, 2021, DACA filed United States patent application 17/222,465 (“the 

‘465 Application”), the published application from which the ’666 Patent issued. 

24. On August 1, 2022, then-counsel for DACA sent a letter to counsel for Hangtime 

informing them that the Accused Product infringed the ‘465 Application. 

25. As a result, no later than August 2022, Defendants had actual knowledge of both 

the ‘465 Application and the ensuing ‘666 Patent. 

26. On December 13, 2022, the ‘666 Patent issued from the ‘465 Application without 

significant changes or amendments. 

27. Defendants have continued to manufacture, use, offer to sell, sell, market, import, 

and/or distribute the Accused Product. 

28. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ infringement is willful. 

29. The invention protected by the ‘666 Patent has achieved substantial commercial 

success. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

 

DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 11,523,666 

30. Plaintiff repeats and realleges each of the preceding paragraphs, inclusive, as if set 

forth in full herein. 
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31. All Defendants, and each of them, subsequent to the issuance of the ‘666 Patent, 

jointly and severally, have been and are now directly infringing the ‘666 Patent in this judicial 

district and elsewhere throughout the United States, by manufacturing, using, offering to sell, 

selling, marketing, importing, and/or distributing products which fall within the scope of at least 

one claim of the ‘666 Patent without license or authorization.  Such acts constitute infringement 

under at least 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), (b) & (c). 

32. Upon information and belief, each Defendant has been aware of the ‘666 Patent, 

and the preceding ‘465 Application, since at least approximately August 1, 2022, when counsel to 

Plaintiff sent a letter to counsel to Hangtime informing them of the infringement.  Each Defendant 

has yet to cease and desist.  Each Defendant’s infringement has therefore been reckless, without 

objective basis, and willful. 

33. Upon information and belief, each Defendant’s infringement of the ‘666 Patent is 

willful, wanton, and deliberate, and with full knowledge of the aforesaid facts, in disregard of 

Plaintiff’s rights thereunder.  Unless enjoined by this Court, each Defendant will continue their 

acts of infringement to Plaintiff’s great and irreparable damage. 

34. Each Defendant’s willful infringement of the ‘666 Patent by manufacturing, using, 

offering to sell, selling, marketing, importing, and/or distributing its infringing products has been 

without the consent or license of Plaintiff.  In all likelihood, each Defendant will continue and will 

expand such acts of infringement, to the irreparable harm of Plaintiff, unless permanently enjoined 

from doing so by this Court during the unexpired term of the ‘666 Patent. 
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35. Upon information and belief, each Defendant has also knowingly and intentionally 

actively aided, abetted, and induced others to infringe (such as its customers, its customers’ clients, 

its agents and/or business partners in this judicial district and throughout the United States). 

36. As a direct and proximate consequence of this infringement, Plaintiff has been, is 

being, and, unless such acts and practices are enjoined by this Court, will continue to be injured in 

its business and property rights, and has suffered, is suffering, and will continue to suffer injury 

and damages for which it is entitled to relief under 35 U.S.C. § 284 adequate to compensate for 

such infringement, but in no event less than a reasonable royalty. 

37. Plaintiff is entitled to recover from each Defendant the damages sustained by 

Plaintiff as a result of each Defendant’s wrongful acts in an amount subject to proof at trial. 

38. Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law. 

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff hereby requests a trial by jury on the triable issues raised in this Complaint. 

DEMAND FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, DACA prays for judgment against Defendants Hangtime and Haj jointly 

and severally, as follows: 

A. A judgment that Hangtime and Haj have willfully and intentionally infringed one 

or more claims of the ‘666 Patent. 

B. A preliminary and permanent injunction pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 283 restraining 

Hangtime and Haj, their respective officers, directors, principals, agents, servants, 

employees, attorneys, successors, and assigns, and all those acting in concert, 

combination, or participation with any of them either directly, indirectly, singularly, 
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or together, from, inter alia, manufacturing, using, offering to sell, selling, 

marketing, importing, and/or distributing any  infringing commercial embodiment 

of the ‘666 Patent. 

C. A preliminary and permanent injunction pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 283 restraining 

Hangtime and Haj, their respective officers, directors, principals, agents, servants, 

employees, attorneys, successors, and assigns, and all those acting in concert, 

combination, or participation with any of them either directly, indirectly, singularly, 

or together, from committing further infringement of the ‘666 Patent. 

D. An Order requiring the destruction of all products which infringe the ‘666 Patent 

together with the destruction of all sales, marketing, or promotional materials used 

for the distribution and/or sale of said infringing products which are in Hangtime’s 

and Haj’s possession or control, together with the forfeiture of all apparatus used 

for the manufacture of said infringing products, which are in Hangtime’s and Haj’s 

possession or control. 

E. An accounting for damages against Hangtime and Haj on each count set forth herein 

including, but not limited to, a full accounting of Hangtime’s and Haj’s commercial 

sales pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284. 

F. That DACA be awarded damages adequate to compensate it for Hangtime’s and 

Haj’s infringement of the ‘666 Patent, including lost profits, together with 

prejudgment and post judgment interest. 
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G. That the Court treble the aforesaid damages sustained by DACA (as stated in 

paragraph ‘F’ above) by reason of said acts of willful patent infringement 

complained of herein. 

H. A finding that this case is exceptional, and that DACA be awarded its attorneys’ 

fees pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285. 

I. That DACA be awarded its costs. 

J. That DACA be awarded such other and further relief as the Court deems just and 

proper. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Monica R. Garcia    

Monica R. Garcia, Esq. 

Butt Thornton & Baehr PC 

4101 Indian School Road, NE 

Suite 300S 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 

Phone: 505.884.0777 

Fax: 505.889.8870 

mrgarcia@btblaw.com  

 

and 

 

Robert J. Rando, Esq.  

(pro hac vice application forthcoming) 

Greenspoon Marder LLP 

1345 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 2200 

New York, New York 10105 

Phone:  212.524.5006 

robert.rando@gmlaw.com 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiff  
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US 11,523,666 B2 

1 
SECUREMENT APPARATUS FOR A 

PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 

APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation application of U.S. Ser. 
No. 15/989,474, filed May 25, 2018, which is a continuation 

of U.S. application Ser. No. 14/747,742, filed Jun. 23, 2015, 

issued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,980,542 on May 29, 2018, which 

is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 13/839,179, 

filed Mar. 15, 2013, issued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,588 on 

Jun. 23, 2015, the specification of each being incorporated 
herein by reference in their entirety for all purposes. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a device for securing a 
portable electronic device. More particular, the present 
invention relates to an elastomeric apparatus securable to the 

device and the apparatus being securable to a user. 

BACKGROUND 

Portable electronic devices may include handheld mobile 
devices such as cell phones, smartphones, tablets, music/ 

mp3 players, and cameras. Such devices are becoming ever 
more popular with users. Due to the portable nature of these 
devices, they can be placed in pockets of jackets, coats, 

pants or shirts in order to carry them around. This method of 
transportation, however, makes the devices susceptible to 
being unintentionally dropped or otherwise separated from 
the user or their gear. This is especially the case as the 
devices become larger in order to provide larger viewing 
screens, such as is the case with smartphones. 

In certain situations, even if a device has a sturdy case, 

damage or loss may occur when it is dropped. The device 
may fall out of a user’s pocket with the user being unaware, 
thereby leading to loss of the device. In addition, when a 
user engages in activities such as skiing or boating, if the 
electronic device were to become inadvertently separated 
from the user or their gear, the device could easily become 
lost for good. 

Certain attachment devices are known in the prior art for 
securing mobile devices to users. These attachment devices 
typically include straps that require a dedicated opening in 
the device or the case in order to allow the strap to be 
attached. However, many of the current portable devices 
lack this feature, thereby making it difficult to attach a 
securement strap. 

Accordingly, it would be desirable to provide an apparatus 
that allows a handheld mobile electronic device to be safely 
secured to a user, their gear, or other member to which they 
wish to secure the apparatus. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides an apparatus for securing 
a handheld electronic device to a user, their gear, or other 
member to which they wish to secure the apparatus. 

The present invention further provides a securement appa- 
ratus for a portable electronic device including a body 
having a panel and a plurality of elastomeric retainers 
secured to and extending from the panel. Each retainer 
forming a loop defining an opening, the openings adapted to 
receive therein a corner of a handheld electronic device. A 
tether is connected to and extending from the body. A strap 
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2 
is secured to the tether. An attachment device is operably 

connected to the strap to secure the apparatus to a user. 

The present invention further provides a cell phone 

securement device including an elastomeric body having a 

plurality of openings formed therein. The body has a plu- 

rality of bands extending from a central panel. The bands at 

least partially surround the openings. Each of the openings 

is adapted to receive a corner of a cell phone. The panel has 

four corners and ends of the bands join at each corner. A 

tether is secured to and extends from the body, and a strap 

is secured to the tether. An attachment device is operably 

connected to the strap. The attachment device is adapted to 

secure the apparatus to a member. 

The present invention further provides a method of secur- 

ing a mobile electronic device to a member including, 

providing a securement apparatus including a body having a 

panel and a plurality of elastomeric retainers secured to and 

extending from the panel, each retainer forming a loop 

defining an opening, the openings adapted to receive therein 

a corner of a handheld electronic device; a tether connected 

to and extending from the body; a strap secured to the tether; 

an attachment device operably connected to the strap; 

inserting a corner of the mobile device in one of the 

openings and stretching the band defining the opening over 

a surface of the mobile device; 

stretching the remaining bands over the remaining corners 

of the mobile device wherein each corner of the model 

device enters one of the openings of the securement appa- 

ratus, thereby securing the securement apparatus to the 

mobile device; and 

attaching the attachment device to the member. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of the securement 

device of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of a mobile device with the 

securement device of FIG. 1 attached thereto. 

FIG. 3 is a back side view of a mobile device with the 

securement device attached thereto. 

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the securement device. 

FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view taken along line 4A-4A 

thereof. 

FIG. 5 bottom elevational view of the securement device. 

FIG. 6 side elevational view of the securement device. 

FIG. 7 is a top end view of the securement device. 
FIG. 8 is a bottom end view of the securement device. 
FIG. 9 is top plan view of a strap of the securement 

device. 
FIG. 9A is a cross-sectional view taken along line 9A-9A 

of FIG. 9. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to FIGS. 1-8, a securement apparatus 10 
for securing a portable electronic device 11 to a member 13 
is shown. The portable electronic device may be, for 
example, a cell phone, such as a smartphone, beeper, tablet, 
handheld GPS, music/mp3 player or camera. The member 
may include for example, a user, their clothing, bags or other 
gear, a structure of a vehicle or boat or other member. The 
securement apparatus 10, attaches to the portable electronic 
device 11, and the securement apparatus is then secured to 
a member in order to prevent its loss or damage. If the 
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electronic device 11 were to fall out of one’s, hand, pocket, 
or bag, it will remain attached to the user, for example, and 
not become lost or damaged. 

The securement apparatus 10 includes a body 12 having 
a panel 14 and a plurality of elastomeric retainers 16 secured 
to, and extending from, the panel 14. The retainers 16 may 
be in the form of elastic bands having ends which are 
operatively secured to the panel 14. A tether 15 may extend 
outwardly from the body. In one embodiment, the body 
components and tether may be internally formed as one 
unitary piece. Alternatively, it is within the contemplation of 
the present invention that the different elements can be 
formed separately and then joined together as manners well 
known in the art. The material used to form the body and 
tether may include an elastomer having a high degree of 
elasticity and resistance to tearing such as silicon rubber. 
However, other elastomers or materials having elastomeric 
properties could be used. 

The panel 14 may be generally centrically located and 
includes four corners to which the end of the bands are 
secured. In one embodiment, the panel 14 may take the 
shape of a diamond having two side corners 18 and 20 and 
a top 22 and bottom 24 corner. In this disclosure, the terms 
top and bottom are used to help describe relative position but 
are not intended to define a particular orientation. Addition- 
ally, it is within the contemplation of the present invention 
that the panel 14 could be formed in different shapes. The 
central panel 14 may be formed of a relatively flat piece of 

elastomeric material which allows it to stretch and return 
back to its original configuration. The panel edges 26 may be 
reinforced by a rim 28. A groove 23 may be formed between 
the panel surface front surface 25 and the rim 28. A panel 
back surface 27 (FIG. 5) may be uniformly smooth through- 
out its surface. The rim 28 may be secured to the ends of the 
bands 16 such that the bands are secured to the panel 14 at 
a reinforced portion. 

The panel may be secured to a node 30. The node 30 is a 
reinforced portion of the body to which ends of two of the 

bands are connected to the panel top corner. The tether 15 is 
also secured to the node and extends outwardly in a direction 
opposed from that of the panel. The node 30 may have a 
generally triangular shape that tapers to a relatively narrow 
neck 32 to which the panel top corner 22 attaches. The node 
may have a thickness similar to the rim 28. The node 30 
provides a strong securement location for the various ele- 
ments and helps to resist their separation. 

The plurality of bands 16 are resilient members that are 
stretchable over a portion of an electronic device 11 as will 
be described below. The bands 16 may have a generally 
round cross-section with a diameter of approximately in the 
range of 0.05" to 0.25". It is further contemplated that the 
bands could be formed having other cross-sectional con- 
figuration such as rectangular or elliptical. The bands form 
four openings 17 adapted to receive and accommodate the 
corners of the electronic device. The plurality of bands 16 
includes a first pair of bands 34. One of the first pair of bands 
36 extends from a first side corner 18 up toward the node 30 
which is attached to the top panel corner 22. A second band 
38 of the first pair extends from the opposite side corner 20 
upwardly towards the node 30. The first pair of bands 34 
each have a generally arcuate configuration that bow out- 
wardly from the panel when in the relaxed un-stretched 
position as shown in FIGS. 1-3. 

A second pair of elastic bands 40 are also included. One 
of the second pair of bands 42 is corrected to the panel first 
side corner 18 and extends downwardly to the panel bottom 
corner 24. The second band 44 of the second pair extends 
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4 
downwardly from the panel second side corner 20 toward 

the bottom corner 24. Accordingly, the bottom ends 46 of the 

second pair of bands are secured to the panel at substantially 

the same location. The second pair of bands 40 have a 

generally arcuate shape that bows outwardly from the panel 

14. The band bottom ends 46 each and have a portion that 

extends beyond the bottom corner 24 and curve upwardly to 

join therewith, creating a W-shaped structure. 

The tether 15 attached to node 30 is an elongate member 

having a round distal end 50 including an aperture 52 formed 

therein. The tether is also formed of an elastomeric material 

and may be integrally formed with the body. In cross- 

section, as shown in FIG. 4A, the tether may include a 

longitudinally extending groove 54 formed along the top and 

bottom side. 

With reference to FIGS. 1, 9, and 9A, a strap 60 may be 

secured to the tether distal end 50. The strap 60 may be 

formed of a variety of materials such as elastomer, (same or 

different from the material used for the body), wire, nylon, 

leather strapping, rope, cord, etc. The strap 60 may include 

an elongate body 61 having a round first and second end 62 
and 64. In one embodiment, the strap 60 may have a ring 
opening disposed at each end. A first ring opening 66 formed 
on first end 62 may be extended through the tether aperture 
52 allowing a portion of the strap to be pulled there though. 
The strap second end 64 may then extend through the first 
end ring opening 66 in order to allow the strap to be secured 

to the tether. In is within the contemplation of the present 
invention that alternative means of securing straps together 
such as those known in the art may be used. 

The strap second end 64 may include an second ring 68 
to which an attachment device 70 is operatively connected 
thereto. The attachment device 70 may be in the form of a 
clip, carabiner, clasp or other attachment device that may be 
removably attachable to a user (FIG. 1). For example, the 
attachment device may be secured to a member such as piece 
of the user’s clothing, e.g., a coat, pants, belt, belt loop, etc. 

In an alternative embodiment, the strap may be in the form 
of a neck lanyard having a clasp of a type known in the art 
which is securable to the tether. With the attachment device 
70 secured to the member 13, if the portable device 11 were 
to fall out of a user’s hand, pocket, or gear, it would remain 
secured to the member 13, thereby preventing loss or 
damage. 

With reference to FIGS. 1, 2, and 3, the securement 

apparatus 10 may be removably securable to a portable 
electronic device 11 such as a cell phone shown in dashed 
line. A portable device 11 may be placed into one of the four 
securement apparatus openings 17. Due to the elastic nature 
of the bands 16, they can be stretched over the corner 90 of 
the device. The remaining three bands may then be stretched 
over the other corners of the device such that all four corners 
of the device are secured, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. The 

bands 16 resiliently engage the portable device 11 and retain 
the securement apparatus to the device 11. In addition, the 
elastic nature of the panel 14 allow it to stretch to help the 
securement apparatus fit on the mobile device. The secure- 
ment apparatus may be secured to the phone such that the 
flat back surface 27 of the panel lays adjacent the phone. Due 
to the elastic nature of the panel 14 and bands 16, the 
apparatus 10 may be stretched to accommodate and resil- 
iently engage portable electronic devices of different sizes. 
Removal of the securement apparatus 10 from the mobile 
device 90 simply requires stretching the bands 16 away from 
the mobile device 90 and pulling the apparatus away from 
the device. 
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When the securement apparatus is placed on to the mobile 

device, a portion of the bands 16 extend over the front face 
of the cell phone as shown in FIG. 2. However, since the 
bands extend just over the device’s corners, they do not 
hinder the viewing of images on the device’s screen. In 
addition, the resilient nature of the bands 16 help provide a 
degree of protection to the display when the portable device 
11 is placed on a surface with the display facing down- 
wardly. 

As shown in FIG. 3, when the securement apparatus is 
attached to the mobile device, the panel front surface 25 
provides an area upon which graphics, images, or other 
indicia 92 may be placed thereon. The back surface 27 may 
also include indicia (not shown) that would be visible when 
the securement device is not attached to a mobile device. 

It will be appreciated that variations of the above-dis- 
closed and other features and functions, or alternative 

thereof, may be desirably combined into many other differ- 
ent systems or applications. Various presently unforeseen or 
unanticipated alternatives, modifications, variations, or 
improvements therein may be subsequently made by those 
skilled in the art which are also intended to be encompassed 
by the following claims. In addition, the claims can encom- 
pass embodiments in hardware, software, or a combination 
thereof. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Asecurement apparatus for a portable electronic device 

comprising: 
a body having a perimeter defining therewithin an elas- 

tomeric panel; 
a plurality of elastomeric bands extending from the panel, 

the plurality of bands defining at least three openings 
adapted to receive a comer of the portable electronic 
device; 

the body having a node being secured to an upper portion 
of the panel, at least two of the plurality of bands being 
secured to the node and extending downwardly and 

connecting to the panel; 
an attachment element coupled to the node; 
a flexible strap extending from the attachment element 

having a distal end connected to an attachment device 
adapted to be secured to a user; and 

wherein two bands of the plurality of bands each have an 
end connected to a panel bottom portion, and the two 
bands together form a W-shaped element. 

2. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the node 
tapers as it extends from the panel to the attachment element. 

3. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the body 
is formed of one piece of elastomeric material. 

4. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the strap 
has a distal end including an opening to facilitate connection 
to the attachment device. 

5. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
attachment device is at least one of a clip, a carabiner, and 

a clasp. 
6. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the strap 

is removably secured to the attachment element. 
7. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 

attachment element includes an elongate tether. 
8. The securement apparatus of claim 1, wherein the strap 

is formed of an elastomeric material. 
9. Asecurement apparatus for a portable electronic device 

comprising: 
a body including an elastomeric panel; 
a plurality of elastomeric bands coupled to the panel, the 

plurality of bands defining at least three openings 
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6 
wherein each opening is adapted to receive therein a 

corner of the portable electronic device; 

the body having a node being coupled to an upper portion 

of the panel, at least two of the plurality of bands each 

having a first end and a second end, the first ends of the 

at least two of the plurality of bands being coupled to 

the node and the at least two of the plurality of bands 

extending outwardly from the node and downwardly 

toward the panel, the second ends of the at least two of 

the plurality of bands being connected to the panel, and 

the entire portion of the at least two of the plurality of 

bands between the first and second ends and the panel 

lie in a same plane; 

an attachment element coupled to the node and extending 

above the at least two of the plurality of bands; and 

a flexible strap extending from the attachment element 

and including a distal end secured to an attachment 

device for removably securing the securement appara- 

tus to a user. 

10. The securement apparatus of claim 9, wherein the 

attachment device is selected from the group consisting of a 

clip, a carabiner, and a clasp. 

11. The securement apparatus as defined in claim 9, 

wherein a portion of the panel extending downwardly from 

the node increases in width. 

12. The securement apparatus as defined in claim 9, 

wherein the panel, the attachment element, the node and the 

plurality of bands are all formed of one piece of elastomeric 

material. 

13. The securement apparatus as defined in claim 9, 

wherein the attachment element includes in aperture there- 

through. 

14. The securement apparatus as defined in claim 9, 

wherein the flexible strap is removably secured to the 

attachment element. 

15. A securement apparatus for a portable electronic 

device comprising: 

a body having a perimeter defining therewithin an elas- 

tomeric panel; 

a plurality of elastomeric bands extending from the panel, 

the plurality of bands defining at least three openings 
adapted to receive a comer of the portable electronic 
device; 

the body having a node being secured to an upper portion 
of the panel, at least two of the plurality of bands being 
secured to the node and extending downwardly and 
connecting to the panel; 

a flexible strap being secured to the node and having a 
distal end connected to an attachment device adapted to 
secure the strap to a user; and 

wherein two bands of the plurality of bands each have an 
end connected to a panel bottom portion, and the two 
bands together form a W-shaped element. 

16. The securement apparatus as defined in claim 15, 
wherein at least two of the plurality of bands each having a 
first end and a second end, the first ends of the at least two 

of the plurality of bands being coupled to the node and the 
at least two of the plurality of bands extending outwardly 
from the node and downwardly toward the panel, the second 
ends of the at least two of the plurality of bands being 
connected to the panel, and the entire portion of the at least 
two of the plurality of bands between the first and second 
ends and the panel lie in a same plane. 

17. A securement apparatus for a portable electronic 
device comprising: 
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a body having a panel including a top and a bottom, the 

panel including a solid, uninterrupted, elastomeric por- 
tion extending between the panel top and the panel 
bottom; 

the body further including a plurality of elastomeric 5 
retainers secured to the panel, each retainer forming an 
opening adapted to receive a corner of the portable 
electronic device; 

a node coupled to the panel top, the plurality of retainers 
including a first and a second band each having a first 10 
and a second end, the first ends of the first and a second 
band being coupled to the node, the first and second 
bands extending from the node downwardly to the 
panel and the second ends of the first and the second 
band being coupled to the panel, and the plurality of 15 
retainers includes a third and a fourth band each 
including a first end coupled together below the panel 
bottom, and wherein the panel includes at least two 
opposed corners, and the third and fourth bands each 
have a second end, the second end of the third band is 20 
coupled to one corner of the at least two corners and the 
second end of the fourth band is coupled to the other 
corner of the at least two corners; 

an attachment element secured to and extending upwardly 
from the node; and 25 

a neck lanyard extending from the attachment element. 

+ * * * + 
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