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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

VIRTUAL CREATIVE ARTISTS, LLC,
C.A. No. 1:24-cv-06356
Plaintiff,
V. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
SOUNDCLOUD INC., PATENT CASE
Defendant.

ORIGINAL COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

Plaintiff Virtual Creative Artists, LLC files this Original Complaint for Patent Infringement
against Soundcloud Inc. and would respectfully show the Court as follows:

I. THE PARTIES

I. Plaintiff Virtual Creative Artists, LLC (“VCA” or “Plaintiff”) is a Delaware limited
liability company, having business address at 338 Gracious Way, Henderson, NV 89011.

2. On information and belief, Defendant Soundcloud Inc. (“Soundcloud” or
“Defendant”) is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of Delaware. Defendant has
its principal place of business at 71 Fifth Avenue, 5th Floor, New York, NY, 10003. Defendant
has a registered agent at Corporation Service Company, 80 State Street, Albany, NY 12207.

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This action arises under the patent laws of the United States, Title 35 of the United
States Code. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction of such action under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331
and 1338(a).

4. On information and belief, Defendant is subject to this Court’s specific and general

personal jurisdiction, pursuant to due process and the New York Long-Arm Statute, due at least to
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its business in this forum, including at least a portion of the infringements alleged herein at 245
5th Avenue, 6th Floor, New York, Ny 10016.

5. Without limitation, on information and belief, within this state, Defendant has used
the patented inventions thereby committing, and continuing to commit, acts of patent infringement
alleged herein. In addition, on information and belief, Defendant has derived revenues from its
infringing acts occurring within New York. Further, on information and belief, Defendant is
subject to the Court’s general jurisdiction, including from regularly doing or soliciting business,
engaging in other persistent courses of conduct, and deriving substantial revenue from goods and
services provided to persons or entities in New York. Further, on information and belief,
Defendant is subject to the Court’s personal jurisdiction at least due to its sale of products and/or
services within New York. Defendant has committed such purposeful acts and/or transactions in
New York such that it reasonably should know and expect that it could be haled into this Court as
a consequence of such activity.

6. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b). On information and
belief, Defendant has businesses in this district at 245 5th Avenue, 6th Floor, New York, Ny 10016.
On information and belief, from and within this District Defendant has committed at least a portion
of the infringements at issue in this case.

7. For these reasons, personal jurisdiction exists and venue is proper in this District
under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b).

III. COUNTI
(PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF UNITED STATES PATENT NO. 9,501.480)

8. Plaintiff incorporates the above paragraphs herein by reference.
9. On November 22, 2016, United States Patent No. 9,501,480 (“the ‘480 Patent™)

was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The ‘480 Patent is
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titled “Revenue-Generating Electronic Multi-Media Exchange and Process of Operating Same.”
A true and correct copy of the ‘480 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein
by reference.

10.  VCA is the assignee of all right, title, and interest in the ‘480 Patent, including all
rights to enforce and prosecute actions for infringement and to collect damages for all relevant
times against infringers of the ‘480 Patent. Accordingly, VCA possesses the exclusive right and
standing to prosecute the present action for infringement of the ‘480 Patent by Defendant.

11. The invention relates to the field of creating and distributing media content, in
particular, creating media content based upon submissions received on an electronic media
exchange. At the time of the original invention in 1998, there was an Internet-centric problem that
required a technical solution—how to develop a computer system that would allow remote
contributors of electronic content to share and collaborate their content to develop new media
content. The claimed invention, which predates modern crowdsourcing solutions, offers a unique,
unconventional, and specially configured combination of “subsystems” in which to address the
Internet-centric problem.

12. As set forth in the claims, the claimed invention has a collection of unconventional
and particularly configured subsystems, including:

e ‘“an electronic media submissions server subsystem,”
e “an electronic multimedia creator server subsystem,”
e ‘“an electronic release subsystem,”
e “an electronic voting subsystem,” and
e their corresponding specialized databases.

13.  Each of these subsystems are configured in a very specific (and not generic),

unconventional and non-routine manner to offer the novel and non-obvious claimed invention.
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For example, claim 1 requires an “electronic media submissions database,” which is a subsystem
that receives media submissions from Internet users. This is not a generic database but rather a
scalable database that must be able to receive, store, and manage multiple petabytes of multimedia
data received from users all over the world. This is one of the many specialized databased required
in the claim. In fact, the specification discloses the use of a sophisticated database management
system known in the art at the time that was capable of handling data at this level, Oracle7. This
type of database management system cannot operate on a generic computing system but rather
requires specialized hardware and software.

14.  As another example, the claim requires a specifically configured “electronic media
submission server subsystem.” This subsystem is defined as specifically having:

e “one or more data processing apparatus,”

e “an electronic media submission database stored on a non-transitory medium,”
and

e ‘“‘a submissions electronic interface.”

The “submissions electronic interface” is further specifically “configured” [1] “to receive
electronic media submissions from a plurality of submitters over a public network, and [2] store
the electronic media submissions in the electronic media submission database.” Further, “the
electronic media submissions database” in this subsystem is further required to “store[] [1] data
identifying the submitter and [2] data indicating content for each electronic media submission.”
Collectively, the level of detail included in this very particular, well-defined, and unconventional
subsystem makes clear that the claims include substantially more than the alleged abstract idea or
merely performing an alleged abstract idea on a computer.

15. Similarly, the claim also requires a separate specifically configured “an electronic

multimedia creator server subsystem.” The claim specifically defines how this second subsystem
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interacts with other components including being “operatively coupled to the electronic media
submissions server subsystem.” The claim also specifically defines this subsystem as “having”:

e ‘“one or more data processing apparatus’” and

e “an electronic creator multimedia database stored on a non-transitory
medium.”

16. This subsystem is also specifically “configured [1] to select and [2] retrieve a
plurality of electronic media submissions from the electronic media submissions database using
an electronic content filter located on the electronic multimedia creator server.” The “filter” also
includes a very specific algorithm of “being based at least in part on at least one of the one or more
user attributes to develop multimedia content to be electronically available for viewing on user
devices.” Even more detail is provided by requiring “the identification of the submitter [be]
maintained with each selected and retrieved submission within the multimedia content.” Here
again, collectively, the level of detail included in this very particular and well-defined and
unconventional subsystem makes clear that the claims include substantially more than an alleged
abstract idea or merely performing an alleged abstract idea on a computer.

17. The claim also includes “an electronic release subsystem,” which is well defined
and not conventional or routine. The claim defines how this subsystem is “operatively coupled to
the electronic multimedia creator server subsystem.” The claim also defines the components of
this subsystem as having “one or more data processing apparatus” and being particularly
“configured to make the multimedia content electronically available for viewing on one of more
user devices.” These details, collectively, also make this very particular and well-defined and
unconventional subsystem substantially more than an abstract idea or performing an abstract idea

on a computer.
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18. The claim also requires “an electronic voting subsystem,” which is well-defined,
specific, and unconventional. This claimed subsystem has “one or more data processing
apparatus” and is specifically “configured to enable a user to electronic vote for or electronically
rate an electronically available multimedia content or an electronic media submission within a
respective electronically available multimedia content.”

19. Claim 1 is a specific and discrete implementation. For example, the claim requires
an “electronic content filter” located at the server, remote from end users, and customizable based
on user attributes. As another example, the “electronic voting subsystem” at the time of the
invention was novel and inventive and added sufficient inventive contributions to avoid a risk of
preempting creating and distributing media content. It is possible to create and distribute media
content without ever having to include a “voting” subsystem on what components should be
included in such media content. The detailed configuration “to enable a user to vote for or
electronically rate an electronically available multimedia content or an electronic media
submission within a respective electronically available multimedia content” has the level of
particularity that avoids any risk of preemption.

20. Furthermore, the very particular and specifically configured “electronic media
creator subsystem” not only provides a detailed and unique physical structure and interrelationship
with other claimed components, but also includes a very specific configuration that is not
conventional or routine. The claims make clear the interrelationship of the “electronic multimedia
creator server subsystem” with respect to “the electronic media submission server subsystem”
which must be “operatively coupled” thereto. The claims also provide detail on how the
“electronic media creator subsystem” is “configured” “to select and retrieve a plurality of

electronic media submissions from the electronic media submission database using an electronic
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filter.” They also provide detail on how the “electronic filter” is “based at least in part on at least
one of the one or more user attributes” and specifies that “the identification of the submitter is
maintained with each selected and retrieved submission within the multimedia content.”

21. These arguments overcame a patent eligibility rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 of
the claim at issue during the prosecution of the ‘480 patent before the United States Patents and
Trademark Office.

22.  Direct Infringement. Upon information and belief, Defendant has been directly

infringing claim 1 of the ‘480 Patent in New York, and elsewhere in the United States, by

employing a computer-based system using https://soundcloud.com/ (“Accused Instrumentality’)

(e.g., https://soundcloud.com/).

23. Soundcloud uses a computer-based system for its Accused Instrumentality, to
enable user-artists to create personalized Artist profiles containing multimedia content and publish
multimedia content in the form of on-demand music tracks and/or music albums containing
associated audio content, image content and textual content. The computer-based system further
enables individual users of the Accused Instrumentality to create personalized user profiles and
playlists having multimedia content (e.g., image content, audio content, and textual content), as
well as comment on on-demand music tracks. User-artist profiles, user profiles and playlists
include multimedia content including audio content in the form of on-demand music tracks, and
image and textual content (e.g., a submitter’s profile picture and a caption, as well as an album
cover) which may be shown to other users based on, inter alia, user preferences and attributes. On-
demand music tracks and playlists containing multimedia content submitted by user-artists and
users may also appear on a curated feed of other users, for example in the form of featured and/or

top-ranked on-demand music tracks and playlists. Soundcloud, during the relevant time period,
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took advantage of multiple cloud server providers for the Accused Instrumentality, as discussed
above, as well as scalability within its cloud server providers, employing separate server
subsystems for all its meaningfully different functions. Soundcloud uses, and has used during the
relevant time period, numerous different networks and providers for, inter alia, content
management systems, web servers, web hosting, data centers, proxy certificates, SSL certificates,

traffic analysis, advertising, and tagging, thereby using separate server subsystems for all its

meaningfully different functions, such as those indicated below.
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(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.
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(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© V"4 9% 10:42

Life - R.I.Z.E Ft Dai

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 9% 10:33

User 717024195
§ L

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop

R.I.ZE
) Life - R.L.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the
user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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(E.g., https://w3techs.com/sites/info/Soundcloud.com).

24, The Accused Instrumentality includes an electronic media submissions server
subsystem, having one or more data processing apparatus and an electronic media submissions
database stored on a non-transitory medium in order to process and store received submissions
from a plurality of users (such as user-artists and individual users), for example content pertaining
to respective artist profiles, user profiles and on-demand music tracks and/or music albums
submitted by user-artists on the Accused Instrumentality, as well as multimedia content to be
displayed on one or both of the user’s profile and the curated feed of other users in the form of
featured and/or top-ranked on-demand music tracks and playlists, or music tracks and/or albums
pertaining to a particular user-artist, as discussed and shown for example in connection with the
above discussion. For example, the submissions pertaining to building a user profile and creating

an album may include, e.g., photo, audio, and/or textual content. The submissions are provided to
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the Accused Instrumentality via a submissions electronic interface, e.g., a web-based content
portal, accessible for example by logging in and selecting options to upload such content or import
content, configured to receive such electronic media, from a plurality of submitters (e.g., user-
artists and individual users) over a public network (e.g., the Internet) and stored, via an uploading

process, in said electronic media submissions database for use in distribution to other users of the

Accused Instrumentality.
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How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
‘® ;‘;KWSES?;E;:?[ b 98K GB D share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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* Adding Keywords and Song It X+

A %5 youtube.com/w

= [B3Youlube Search

= Fri6Apr 18:01 61%0%> Q

® Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® 4 D

© @ [ Batie of the Lords by Mad Lo X
w (Gt O - o B e Q :

€< - C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com,

i Apps [33180 Challenge sk Bookmarks [1 [d. Learn HTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. [E3 Opportunities: gue.. EJGYML! EJHIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks
X
' . . ® k
Basicinfo Metadata Permissions
Title *
. Battle of the Lords
4
§ . Q battle-of-the-lords 7
" F v
( ~ Genre
' Soundtrack
oK e Additional tags

intense #epic, #orchestral, #powerful, #drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,

Update image K o
#action, #adventure, #suspense, #aggressive, ¥woodkid, #chaotic, #bold,

tibrave, #confrontational, #dangerous, #determined, #revenge, #army,
tenergy, Hexplosive, #heroic, kintense, #¥marching, ¥#mechanical,
menacing, #rebellious, #sinister,

Description
I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an
electro-orchestral action track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings,
flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big Marshmallow Man scene in
Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.
(= CREATIVE

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
cpun;  Creative & Productive B2 OB e — e T s

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).

21


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 22 of 122

» Adding Keywords and Song Inf. X+

uty

= BYouTube Search

@& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help

@ @ /I sattie of the Lords by Mad Lo+ X

& = C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/mac

i Apps (3180 Challenge + Bo imarks (] (g Learn A iML & LSS.

Basic info Metadata Permissions

Contains music Artist
Yes ¥ JoKe
ISRC (7 Composer
QZ4J)1633482 Joyce Kettering
Buy-link
Album title Record label

Battles of the Beasts

Barcode

| I

P line (2

® All Rights Reserved Creative Commans

* Required fields

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
goum, Creative & Productive
722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

] VICeos (] LIeauve & Proguct..,

& 4
@ 0 D = Fri6Apr 1804 62%[%)} Q =
e
" GHeOOImor MOIO
L Upporunites: gue.. [JLYMLI AT [ U0, Learn » (3 Other Bookmarks

Publisher
Mad Lass Music
Release title

Battle of the Lords

Release date

ISwC
T-920.258.908-0
Contains explicit content

No B

Cancel 5 CREATIVE.

y24 GF £~ Share =+ Save e

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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D YouTube Soarch o

{=

Try Pro  Upload "“ CharlesCleyn v M < BT

Uppermost *

France

All  Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts (e) Station GIGUM (5 Share EE o~

ocwen by Nature (Album) 84.9K 70 .:/'i‘
s o R i |

. 1 Given by Nature

> oY
. 2 Echoes of Mystery > @
. 3 Love Runway 1

v
. 4 Under Control >
[l 5 Through The Pain >

- Mahlow - Waking "‘
== -

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

@ ?ﬁ?”es Cleyn iy 3K ca A) Share =4 Save
50K subscribers

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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LP Engagement Analysis: Soundc x +

C 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

Q@ ¥4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)
1>

Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Noisia Radio SO3E12
|5

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).

25.  The electronic media submissions database of the Accused Instrumentality used by
Soundcloud which stores the submissions further stores data identifying the submitter and data

indicating content for each electronic media submission. As shown below, data identifying the
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user (submitter) includes, e.g., a name. Data indicating content for each electronic media

submission includes photo, audio and/or textual content.

= D3YouTube Search Q

(=

oload  f

Uppermost *

France

All  Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts

d ;;wen ;v Jalure (Album)

oo O o A

(=) Station Follow ISEEETNNN - IS

. 2 Echoes of Mystery

Il 3 Love Runway

I ¢ under control

. 5 Through The Pain

)
I OB A ™ 003 471 Lo B HY - !
Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

@ C?arlfs (Illte?f.n w b 3K GB 2 shae =+ Save

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

®

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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= DYoulube Search Q U

independent music

endent music"”

Search results for “inde

>
e 30l i o
L People

W Playlists

0 o

@ 7356 31,115 (3 Share ess More Stream/Download > K . 21

IndyDistro ©

(I L R~ o]

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

Charles Cleyn : =
Subscrib 3K P Share =+ Save
@ 150K subscribers miaeidend i) A o

118,988 views Jun 7,2019 id #sound

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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Case 1:24-cv-06356

{=

Q

= DYoulube Search
® 4 D B Fri6Apr 18:00 B1%4 Q =
(=]

[ 3 QuickTime Player File Edit View Window Help

[ Battie of the Lords by Mad Lo %
ni-the-lords 7GR Q@ © m 0 M) (v
{3 Videos £ Creative & Producti.. £ Opportunities: gue.. EIGYML! EIHIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks

i Apps 9180 Challenge  Bookmarks [ [J_ Learn HTML & CSS...
TryPro Upload M MadLassMusic v B [ eee

sic/batt

< C | @ Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmu

Collection
7 months ago

) Battle of the Lords EEEE

Mad Lass Music

ullmuuu\u|||u||]||i|||||||||||||||||||||||||I||u|i||qug||u I |||u i

S Share & Edit s More X

I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action

E track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and pianc. Would work for a big
Marshmallow Man scene in Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.

oMo O

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

Creative & Productive - —
G .
722 subscribers Spibarbe l]ﬁ 24 91 ﬁ Share =+ Save

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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= [D3YouTube Search @) d
& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® 1 D = Fri6Apr 18:06 63%[%) Q =
® @ /[ sattle of the Lords by Mad Lo X e
€& > C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmusic/b | G P ® 0o m O M@ a (]
i Apps [9180 Challenge #r Bookmarks [} [d, LearnHTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. 5 Opportunities: gue.. B3 GYML! EJHIT 00, Learn » (3 Other Bookmarks

™ MadLass Music ~ a BA  ees

Collection Try Pro  Upload

O Y 0.0 0

% Your track has been updated
Y successfully.

Eam
* Write a comment

@ Like 3 Share 2 Edit - More >

Scheduled
Releases

I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action| N - i post
track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big

Mar: Man scene in or the prep i for an epic battle in space. m
L Intense X ¢ epic. CEXD D

L action, Tt adventure, Jt suspense, J ¢ agoreivive, L # woodiid. L # chaotic,

|1 Related track

® o
Mais il tue ce son, il donne la niak Mar 3l
g Cosmic
18 days > wz @
B @nesrine-namidi-596726487: haha contente qu'il te motive )
avna M
> v e
Y
< 0:00 4:00 b 5 eTIYH Oy BaCREATIVE
MoX O » ?g‘ Moonlight Swans = I

hutps:/jsoundcioud.com tags powerul,

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

goum, Creative & Productive 2 G A S | e

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).

28


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 29 of 122

> P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-ana

o W & Incognito {4)

emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 9% 10:33

User 717024195

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop

R ’E

) ife - R.I.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the
user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

29


https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 30 of 122

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud's player
is beautifully designed.

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.

N M 7t WP Ry o709 A-AT

oﬁ

"l"

e

iy my l|||||| il

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© ¥ "4 9% 10:42
El;e = J.I.Z.E Ft Dai

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

31


https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 32 of 122

P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

@ V4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

% Q Ain't My Fault (Macky

Gee X Phantasy Bootleq)

m— Why We Lose (feat.

Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

;OISIB ;B;IO JL3E12
>

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

LLCA LALLM

abaka
) Oumou Sangare - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

26.  Individual user-artists can create an artist profile, publish on-demand music tracks
and compile albums on Soundcloud’s Accused Instrumentality, which are stored in a user database
stored in memory. Artist accounts, albums, and on-demand music tracks are available to other

users through the Accused Instrumentality, for example as discussed above. The user attributes of
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user-artists and users who create a profile and/or publish on-demand music tracks and compile
albums include, e.g., the genre of the on-demand music track and/or the album or artist (such as
Alternative Rock, Ambient, Classical, EDM and the like), audio type (such as Audiobooks,

Business, Comedy and the like), as well as tags associated with the on-demand music track and/or

the album or artist, and the like as shown for example below.

um Viog No Cobyright Music BuC Ge VAIDHNY

yematecom-home-foat-

u P Type here to search

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
.@ ?3‘:::23;323:' h 98Kk P A Share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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= DYoulube Search Q &

Basic info Metadata Permissions
Title
Name trck
name-trck 7

Genre

None

Custom
@ Upload image

Ambient My
Classical
Country

Dance & EDM
Dancehall
Deep House
Disco

Drum & Bass

e
Dubstep
Electronic SUBSCRIBE

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
‘® ;zkwszﬂs?ri‘,ggf[ 98K GB 2 share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundcl: X +

23  leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Scrolling down, we see a list of tags for genre-based filtering.

- © ¥ "4 99% 10:16

Q ¥ 4 =

fthip hop Hrap #electronic
Hdeep house #love #chill
#party #r&b #pop
Hreggaeton #dubstep
#Hreggae #relax #happy
#country #techno H#remix

#house #idance #workout

i

BEAUZ - Away Ft. Aaron Lindt [Futur...

Visually, | quite like how this part of the screen is laid out. Text is a design elementin
itself, and this screen works despite the lack of graphics. The text for the tagsis
noticeably bigger than the rest, making the layout skimmable.

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundcl: X +

C [ 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

® V¥ "4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

1 % Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)

> 1.8\ :

2 Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Noisia Radio SO3E12
'

4 @ Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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» Adding Keywords and Song In'. X+

= [DVYoulube Search Q 4
& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® o) 9 = Fri6Apr 18:01 61%(4> Q =
@ @ /[ Battle of the Lords by Mad La- X e
& = (@& Secure | htips://soundcloud.com/ma u 0 r (y E’a ® o m @ o a [+ ]

i Apps [59180 Challenge + Bookmarks [ [J_Learn HTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. [ Opportunities: gue.. EJGYML! ESHIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks
Basic info Metadata Permissions
Title*
Battle of the Lords I
£
battle-of-the-lords 7
Y
\ N

\ Soundtrack
Reggae
.] 0 |‘ e Reggaeton
i Rock | drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,
im.
LA, ‘ . | essive, #woodkid, #chaotic, #bold,

determined, #revenge, #army,

Techno s #marching, #mechanical,

Trance

Trap

Triphop /i I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an

World INnd dynamic. Includes stinging strings,

39ig Marshmallow Man scene in
bic battle in space.

Audioboaks

Business

Comedy

Entertainment K 5 CREATIVE.
o e J { parning

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
goam,  Creative & Productive @ =
e 722 subscribers 524 GF ~> Share =+ Save

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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*  Adding Keywords and Song

] 23 youtube.com/watch?v=SrOV7

= [B3Youlube Search

® € 9D = Fri6Apr 18:01 81%( Q i

& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help

@ ® /[ Battie of the Lords by Mad Lo X
w| Gt ©C - o B e L]

3 Opportunities: gue... EJGYML! B HIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks

X

€ > C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/ms u 0 0
i Apps [3180 Challenge # Bookmarks [} [g_LearnHTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti...

Basic info Metadata Permissions

Title*

Battle of the Lords

O‘ 4 ! battle-of-the-lords 4
‘T W
t ~ |

Genre

. Soundtrack

JoKe Additional tags

‘{ | intense #epic, #orchestral, #powerful, #drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,

#action, #adventure, #suspense, #agqgressive, #woodkid, #chaotic, #bold,
tibrave, #confrontational, #dangerous, #determined, #revenge, #army,
#energy, *explosive, #heroic, #intense, #marching, #mechanical,
‘menacing, #rebellious, #sinister,

Description
I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an
electro-orchestral action track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings,
flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big Marshmallow Man scene in
Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.
(G CREATIVE

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

e, Creative & Productive b2 | GD > Share = Save .-

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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= BYouTube Search Q d
& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® 1 D = Fri6Apr 18:06 63%[%) Q =
® @ /[ sattle of the Lords by Mad Lo X e
€& > C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmusic/battle-of-the-lords | Gy F' ® o wm 0 M@ a (]
i Apps 3180 Challenge #r Bookmarks [} [J, LearnHTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. 3 Opportunities: gue.. B3 GYML! B3 HIT 00, Learn » [23 Other Bookmarks

TryPro Upload f® MadlassMusic v+ M@ E  ees

Collection

% Your track has been updated
Y successfully.

@ Like (3 Share 2 Edit == More > ®5 11 ® 1 More stat Scheduled
Releases

I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action N - i post
track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big

Mar: Man seene in ar the nrpnarations far an enic hattle in snace

|
aEd D L # powerful, I ¢ drive, ] [ #brass, L # trailer,
[ adventure. ] [ # bold. )

Mad Lass Music

Heavy Empty
[ ] mment A 1 AP T 3
' (4 Aint Givin' Up with Jasper Smitty

@ Mais il tue ce son, il donne la niak Marilyr

Cosmic

* @nesrine-hamidi-596726487: haha contente qu'il te motive )

Mg e w W BB N

hutps:/jsoundcioud.com tags powerful,

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

goum, Creative & Productive s (Do Eies &

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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D YouTube S earch =

{=

Library Try Pro  Upload ’.\‘ Charles Cleyn a B ees

Uppermost *

France

Al Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts @ station [[IER © share m -
o Given by Nature (Album) 84.9K 70 : ."i
hbibl Bet
e T T
. 1 Given by Nature > oY
I 2 £choes of Mystery > @
. 3 Love Runway >
. 4 Under Control [ v
I 5 "hrough The Pain > - ‘h:;a;’vlo:v aking “‘
[ S N o8] 421 oo« IR E nv:'

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

@ ::»tlérles Cleyn 3k OGP £ Share =4 Save
50K subscribers

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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= DVYoulube Search Q

{=

Stream ibrary independent music Try Pro  Upload ’.‘\‘ CharlesCleyn ~+ MR

Search results for “independent music”

Q Everything o Ne-Yo Miss Independent

oI+ SoundCloud Go+ tracks

i ~1Im\mumn.lmm_l\m|nh\in|\uuulhﬂlhmﬂmm |||\IIm\nlns|\nm\||||\||\|\||\um\||\|\||mmmumH||1\tl\|\n\u|||\||||\rl\hl|\\||1_|mu1||\uu\mn\|\\|n|u|||\\|\\||n\mn\i\\||m|||\Himmul||\lw
X People
@ Albums @ 6,000 11191 [3 Share  ses More > L]
W Playlists
o Independent [ 8 Electronic |
o 0 0t
IndyDistro @
("I N at) 102 421 - o« IR -—_
Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You
@ Csh?r:eifilh?’:‘ fh 3k GJ /A Share =+ Save
118,988 views Jun 7,2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview
(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
27. The Accused Instrumentality employs an electronic multimedia creator server

subsystem operatively coupled to the electronic media submissions server subsystem, necessarily
having one or more data processing apparatus in order to manage content, and an electronic creator
multimedia database stored on a non-transitory medium, configured to select and retrieve a
plurality of electronic media submissions (e.g., on-demand music tracks, user-artist and user
profiles and albums with associated photo content, textual content and audio content associated
with the user-artist or user (submitter)) from the electronic media submissions database using an
electronic content filter located on the electronic multimedia creator server. For example, with

respect to an user-artist and associated on-demand music tracks and/or albums, as can be seen

41


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 42 of 122

below, such electronic content filter as is used by Soundcloud is based at least in part on at least
one of the one or more user attributes, (e.g., based on, inter alia, genre of the on-demand music
track and/or the album or artist (such as Alternative Rock, Ambient, Classical, EDM and the like),
audio type (such as Audiobooks, Business, Comedy and the like), as well as tags associated with
the on-demand music track and/or the album or artist) which in turn affect which electronic media
submissions, e.g., user-artist profiles and associated on-demand music tracks and/or albums,

appear to the user as shown and discussed for example below. Soundcloud uses function-specific

subsystems, for example as shown below.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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Scrolling down, we see a list of tags for genre-based filtering.

#hip hop #rap
#deep house

Hparty #r&b
H#reggaeton
#reggae Hrelax
#country

#house #dance

#love

Hdubstep

#techno

© V"4 99% 10:16

#telectronic

Hchill

#happy

Hremix

#workout

Future Bass Records
) BEAUZ - Away Ft. Aaron Lindt [Futur...

Visually, | quite like how this part of the screen is laid out. Text is a design element in

itself, and this screen works despite the lack of graphics. The text for the tags is

noticeably bigger than the rest, making the layout skimmable.

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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>
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b

®
s
&

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE
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) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

28.  Such electronic content filter is used by the Accused Instrumentality to develop
multimedia content (e.g., the profiles and/or various content as discussed above) associated with
the user (submitter) to be electronically available for viewing on user devices (e.g., devices such

as computers and smart phones incorporating browsers or apps) wherein the identification of the
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submitter (e.g., a user’s name) is maintained with each selected and retrieved submission within

the multimedia content, for example, as shown below.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

NEW & HOT TOP 50

% ;;;;s;on Ain't My Fault (Macky

Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)

m- Why We Lose (feat.

Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]

Kabaka
) QOumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

29.  The Accused Instrumentality employs an electronic release subsystem operatively
coupled to the electronic multimedia creator server subsystem, necessarily having one or more
data processing apparatus in order to serve multimedia profile and/or post content with associated

photo, profile picture, and textual content to users, configured to make the multimedia content
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electronically available for viewing on one or more user devices. For example, as shown below,
multimedia content associated with artist profiles, music tracks and albums are provided on various
user devices (e.g., a computer or other device with a web browser or app) in response to a user

logging in to the Accused Instrumentality. Soundcloud uses function-specific subsystems, for

example as shown below.
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w

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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= leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud,

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud’s player
is beautifully designed

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.
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(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

@ V4 99% 10:19
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(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© V"4 9% 10:42

Life - R.I.Z.E Ft Dai

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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e L»  Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M@ 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/ & £ Incognito (4)

emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 9% 10:33

User 717024195
§ L

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop.

R.I.ZE
) Life - R.L.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the

user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

30.  The Accused Instrumentality employs an electronic voting subsystem, necessarily
having one or more data processing apparatus in order to track voting or electronic rating,
configured to enable a user to electronically vote for or rate (e.g., by the user’s choices with respect
to a selection of a Heart Icon) an electronically available multimedia content (e.g., a song track

having associated multimedia content provided by an user-artist submitter, such as accompanying
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audio, photo and/or textual content). Soundcloud uses function-specific subsystems, for example

as discussed below.

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud's player
is beautifully designed.

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.

Vi
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11||||m|nu||||\‘1ll

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).

31. Plaintiff has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing conduct.
Defendant is thus liable to Plaintiff for damages in an amount that adequately compensates
Plaintiff for such Defendant’s infringement of the ‘480 Patent, i.e., in an amount that by law cannot
be less than would constitute a reasonable royalty for the use of the patented technology, together
with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

32. To the extent marking is required, VCA has complied with all marking

requirements.

IV. COUNT I
(PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF UNITED STATES PATENT NO. 9,477.665)

33.  Plaintiff incorporates the above paragraphs herein by reference.
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34, On October 25, 2016, United States Patent No. 9,477,665 (“the ‘665 Patent”) was
duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The ‘665 Patent is titled
“Revenue-Generating Electronic Multi-Media Exchange and Process of Operating Same.” A true
and correct copy of the ‘665 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by
reference.

35.  VCA is the assignee of all right, title, and interest in the ‘665 Patent, including all
rights to enforce and prosecute actions for infringement and to collect damages for all relevant
times against infringers of the ‘665 Patent. Accordingly, VCA possesses the exclusive right and
standing to prosecute the present action for infringement of the ‘665 Patent by Defendant.

36. The application leading to the ‘665 patent was filed November 16,2012, which was
a continuation of application no. 11/978,781, which issued as United States Patent No. 8,340,994,
which was a continuation of application no. 09/565,438 which issued as United States Patent No.
7,308,413. (Ex. B at cover). The ‘665 patent was first assigned to Virtual Creative Artists, LLC.
(1d.).

37. The ‘665 Patent shares the identical specification as the ‘480 patent and therefore
VCA incorporates the background and discussion of the invention in Paragraphs 11-18.
Furthermore claim 1 involves a system for generating multimedia content. The claim requires,
among other things, electronically generating a multimedia file from the retrieved electronic media
Submissions in accordance with a selected digital format, wherein the identification of the
submitter is maintained with each retrieved submission within the multimedia file. The claim
requires electronically transmitting the multimedia file to a plurality of publicly accessible
webservers to be electronically available for viewing on one or more user devices over a public

network via a web-browser and. This allows electronically transmit data indicating votes or rating
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of multimedia content in a much quicker and easier fashion based on specific user criteria. There
is nothing abstract about this very particular, unconventional, and non-routine system for the
generation of multimedia content as specifically claimed and there is no risk of preempting creating
and distribution contention generally, or even within the context of the Internet.

38. The invention is a highly technical electronic process that cannot be achieved with

the human mind and is instead rooted in computer technology, including the steps of:

“electronically retrieving a plurality of electronic media submissions,”

e “clectronically generating a multimedia file from the retrieved electronic
media submissions in accordance with a selected digital format,”

e ‘“electronically transmitting the multimedia file to a plurality of publicly
accessible webservers to be electronically available for viewing on one or
more user devices over a public network via a web-browser,” and

e “providing a web-based graphical user interface that enables a user to
electronically transmit data indicating a vote or rating for an electronically

available multimedia content or an electronic media Submission within a
respective electronically available multimedia content.”

39.  Each of these subsystems are configured in a very specific (and not generic,
unconventional and non-routine manner to offer the novel and non-obvious approach claimed
invention. For example, claim 1 requires an “electronic media submissions database,” which is a
subsystem that receives media submissions from Internet users. This is not a generic database but
rather a scalable database that must be able to receive, store, and manage multiple petabytes of
multimedia data received from users all over the world. This is one of the many specialized
databased required in the claim. In fact, the specification discloses the use of a sophisticated
database management system known in the art at the time that was capable of handling data at this
level, Oracle7. This type of database management system cannot operate on a generic computing

system but rather requires specialized hardware and software.
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40. The claim also provides details to explain how each step operates. For example,
the claim requires “electronically retrieving a plurality of electronic media submissions from an
electronic media submissions database using an electronic content filter located on one or more
data processing apparatus.” Further, “the electronic media submissions database” in this step is
further required to “store[] [1] data identifying the submitter and [2] data indicating content for
each electronic media submission.” The step further requires and “electronic content filter.” The
“filter” also includes a very specific algorithm of “being based at least in part on at least one of the
one or more user attributes.”

41. The claims also require an “electronically generating a multimedia file from the
retrieved electronic media submissions in accordance with a selected digital format.” Manipulation
of multimedia data in accordance with a selected digital format is far from generic and was not
routine or conventional at the time of the invention. Further, this step requires that the “electronic

9% ¢

media submissions database” “stores data identifying the submitter” and the “the identification of
the submitter is maintained with each retrieved submission within the multimedia file.”

42. The claims also require “providing a web-based graphical user interface that
enables a user to electronically transmit data indicating a vote or rating for an electronically
available multimedia content or an electronic media Submission within a respective electronically
available multimedia content,” which is a well-defined, specific, and unconventional feature. By
including this additional voting/rating feature, the claims avoid any risk of preempting the creation
and distribution of content.

43. The claim also inventive concepts. For example, the claim requires that the filtering

tool be at a specific location, remote from the end-users, with customizable filtering features

specific to each end user. The "electronic content filter” is located at the server, remote from the
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end user, and customizable based on user attributes. The “electron voting” step at the time of the
invention was also novel, inventive, and added sufficient inventive contributions to avoid a risk of
preempting the creation and distribution of media content. It is clearly possible to create and
distribute media content without ever having to include a “voting” subsystem on what components
should be included in such media content.

44, These arguments overcame a patent eligibility rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 of
the claim at issue during the prosecution of the ‘665 patent before the United States Patent and
Trademark Office.

45.  Direct Infringement. Upon information and belief, Defendant has been directly

infringing claim 1 of the ‘665 Patent in New York, and elsewhere in the United States, by

employing a computer-based system using https://soundcloud.com/ (“Accused Instrumentality’)

(e.g., https://soundcloud.com/).

46. Soundcloud uses a computer-based system for its Accused Instrumentality, to
enable user-artists to create personalized Artist profiles containing multimedia content and publish
multimedia content in the form of on-demand music tracks containing associated audio content,
image content and textual content. The computer-based system further enables individual users of
the Accused Instrumentality to create personalized user profiles and playlists having multimedia
content (e.g., image content, audio content, and textual content), as well as comment on on-demand
music tracks. User-artist profiles, user profiles and playlists include multimedia content including
audio content in the form of on-demand music tracks, and image and textual content (e.g., a
submitter’s profile picture and a caption, as well as an album cover) which may be shown to other
users based on, inter alia, user preferences and attributes. On-demand music tracks and playlists

containing multimedia content submitted by user-artists and users may also appear on a curated
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feed of other users, for example in the form of featured and/or top-ranked on-demand music tracks
and playlists. This system makes use of one or more data processing apparatus, and a computer
readable medium coupled to the one or more data processing apparatus having instructions stored
thereon which, when executed by the one or more data processing apparatus, cause the one or more
data processing apparatus to perform an electronic method comprising the functions as further
discussed below. Soundcloud, during the relevant time period, took advantage of multiple cloud
server providers for the Accused Instrumentality, as discussed above, as well as scalability within
its cloud server providers, employing separate server subsystems for all its meaningfully different
functions. Soundcloud uses, and has used during the relevant time period, numerous different
networks and providers for, infer alia, content management systems, web servers, web hosting,
data centers, proxy certificates, SSL certificates, traffic analysis, advertising, and tagging, thereby
using separate server subsystems for all its meaningfully different functions, such as those

indicated below.
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493 1 owy -'

a -~ N v ™

It

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You
@ oo CED B* PR shue

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

=+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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= n\'ouTllbe Search Q )

) o Ne-Yo Miss Independent
Iﬂi o ~tlg!u@umilllm‘nu|||||nhmnl||\mllnmm\||||uwIﬂ||u|m7||mummn1nmh\mnml||||mnlnyu|||i||||\||\||m|||||\|1nhl\||l|\mym|||||\i|m|||ulnm\|||h|h||nlnmum\|||Hlllllﬂluunllhllw
X People

W' Playlists

o mdepenéem
T -

¥ 7356 L1115 (5 Share s More  Stream/Download

IndyDistro ©

L L . ad |

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

Charles Cleyn - —
@ 150K subscribers fh 3K GB ) Share =+ Save

118,988 views Jun 7,2019 # id #sound

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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Case 1:24-cv-06356

(=

Q

= DYoulube Search
® 4 D . B Fri6Apr 1800 61%(¥} Q =
e

[ 3 QuickTime Player File Edit View Window Help

[ Battie of the Lords by Mad Lo+ X
ni-the-lords 7GR ® C m O M) v
{3 Videos £ Creative & Producti.. 3 Opportunities: gue.. EIGYML! EIHIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks

i Apps 9180 Challenge + Bookmarks [ [J_Learn HTML & CSS...
TryPro Upload M MadlassMusic v B B§  eee

sic/batt

< C | @ Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmu

Collection
7 months ago

) Battle of the Lords S

Mad Lass Music

b

I \umu|umn|||||||||||||||||||||||'|Ill| e

S Share & Edit s+ More z

I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action

E track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and pianc. Would work for a big
Marshmallow Man scene in Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.

oMo O

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

Creative & Productive - —
G .
722 subscribers Spibsrribe l]ﬁ 24 91 ﬁ Share + Save

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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= DYoulube Search @ d
& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® o D = Fri6Apr 18:06 63%[%) Q =
@ ® /[ Battie of the Lords by Mad La- e
€& > C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmusic/battle-of- | Gy [ =} wm 0 M a (]
ii* Apps (3180 Challenge +r Bookmarks [ [d. Learn HTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. [ Opportunities: gue... 5 GYML! ESHIT E500, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks

™ Mad Lass Music ~ a By eee

Collection Try Pro  Upload

& Your track has been updated
Y successfully.

Scheduled
Releases

@ Like @ Share 2 Edit = More » ¥5 11 ™1 More stat

I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action| and post
track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big
Mar: Man scene in rs or the prep i for an epic battle in space.

e viorse 3 vic Y cnsrs T povrts L e, L s L o rss P i
D D G CITHED CETD (D G

Mad Lass Music
13

Mais il tue ce son, il donne la niak Marilyn Oakle
g Cosmic
You 18 days > vz ®

* @nesrine-hamidi-596726487: haha contente qu'il te motive :)

Mo & oo o0 e e oI,

hutps:/jsoundcioud.com tags powerful,

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

goum, Creative & Productive adllc (D Gl &

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).

66


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 67 of 122

= leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud,

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud’s player
is beautifully designed

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.

N _ ok AV

i il

L | |
J '|1illi|l' ’“. hh.’.
I a||| T

i IR

e il

il
Wity

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

@ V4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)

| 2

Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Noisia Radio SO3E12
I

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

DLCALALA A

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© V"4 9% 10:42

Life - R.I.Z.E Ft Dai

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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> P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-anal

yundcloud/ [ g £ Incognito {4)

emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 9% 10:33

User 717024195
§ L

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop

R.I.ZE
) Life - R.L.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the
user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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— =
Social Widgets HTTP Strict Transport Security i t Securty (HSTS) defines a
ac Facebook Social Plugins pro vay for Facebook mechan eb sies o decare
¥t Share web 5hg0s wth thelr Tiands,
T Bt o i B Default protocol hittps
twet from the visited sits

Structured Data Formats.

Ext cading Style Sheets define style rules in
a s 55 fle Open Graph The Open Graph protacol, originally developed by
Facebook, is an RDFa-based format that enables any
bedded CSS Emi ascading Style Shests define a sat of web page to become 3 rich object In & social graph.
style rules in & <style> element within a web page i
Twitter Cards Twitter Cards enable automatic attachment of
Tnfine CS§ Inline Cascading Style Sheets define style rules photos, videos and media elements to Teets.
directly within an (XJHTML element using the style
attribute Generlc ROFa Generic RDFa (Resource Description Framework in

attributes) is RDFa without further specialization.

Parsistant cookies with an expiration time between

1 month and 1 year, Hicrodata Microdata i a spedification to In el
wand on innar seges within existing content on web p:

It ookt rm e e T el

and alsc in client side scripts, which may be 3 Markup Language

e e HTMLS HTHLS is the fith revision of the HTML standard.

Nen-secure cookies may be used via an

unencrypted connections, which may be  security Lharacter encoding,

threat. UTF-8 UTE:8 (6- bt nicods Transformation Format) i
variable-length character snceding for Unicode,
Gzip (GNU zip) Is a file compression algarithm. which is backwards compatible with ASCIL

Gro 1 8 oasiees compreasion sigoith deveioped Tmage File Formats

PG PNG (Portable Hetwor
comprassion image f
graphics with uniform
introduced as a free, open-source suctessor of GIF.

cs) is a lassiess

HITR/2 HTTP/2 is the second major version of the HTTP sV Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG) is an XML-based

used on & sbdomain hetwork protocel vector image format.

HTTP Strict Transport Security | HTTP Strict Transport Security (HSTS) defines a PEG JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) s a lossy
mechanism enabling web sites to declare o sy e ooy e 3
themselves accessible only via secure cennections. images.

Default protocol https The wet tors to use SSL
encryption, e.g. :/fexample.com/ to Commercial entities
https://example.

Structured Data Formats

Open Graph The Open Graph protacol, originally developed by
Facebook, i an RDFa-based format that enables any
web page to become a fich obJect In & social graph

Twitter Cards Tuitter Cards enal ent of
photos, videos eets.

Generic RDFa Generic ROFa (Resource Description Framework in
attributes) is RDFa without further specialization

Microdata Microdata s 2 specification to Integrate metadata

wsnd on inner sagen within existing content on web pages.

e Contant Language.

HTMLS HTHLS is the fifth revision of the HTML standard. English

Character Encoding

uTF-8 UTF-8 (8-bit Unicode Transformation Format) is a
variable-length character enceding for Unicode,
which is backwards compatible with ASCIL.

Tmage File Formats O@X
BNG PNG (Portable Network Graphics) is a lossless.

AboutUs _ Disclaimer  Terms of Use _ Privacy Policy _ Advartising _ Contact
n @unkean X rwitter (@ Mastodon Y Bluesky

wEG JPEG (Joint Photographic Exparts Group) is a lossy Comyraht & 2009:3024 @ Succems

Share this page

sva Scalable Vec
vector image

hic (SVG) Is an XML-based

(E.g., https://w3techs.com/sites/info/Soundcloud.com).

47.  The Accused Instrumentality electronically retrieves a plurality of electronic media
submissions from an electronic media submissions database on a non-transitory medium, for
example multimedia content pertaining to building a user profile on the Accused Instrumentality,
as well as multimedia content to be displayed on the user’s profile or curated feed of other users
in the form of featured and/or top-ranked on-demand music tracks and playlists., for example as
discussed and shown above in connection with the above discussion. Individual user-artists can
create a user-artist profile, publish on-demand music tracks and compile albums on The Accused
Instrumentality, which are stored in a user database stored in memory. Artist accounts, albums,
and playlists are available to other users through the Accused Instrumentality, for example as
discussed above. The user attributes of user-artists and users who create a profile and/or publish

on-demand music tracks and compile albums or playlists include, e.g., the genre of the on-demand
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music track and/or the album or artist (such as Alternative Rock, Ambient, Classical, EDM and
the like), audio type (such as Audiobooks, Business, Comedy and the like), as well as tags
associated with the on-demand music track and/or the album or artist and the like as shown for
example below. The Accused Instrumentality’s retrieval of electronic media, (e.g., user/user-artist
profiles music tracks, and albums, and associated content) with associated photo content, audio
content, and textual content associated with the user-submitter from the electronic media
submissions database uses an electronic content filter located on the one or more data processing
apparatus. For example, with respect to an user-artist and associated on-demand music tracks
and/or albums, as can be seen below, such electronic content filter as is used by Soundcloud is
based at least in part on at least one of the one or more user attributes, (e.g., based on, inter alia,
genre of the on-demand music track and/or the album or artist (such as Alternative Rock, Ambient,
Classical, EDM and the like), audio type (such as Audiobooks, Business, Comedy and the like),
as well as tags associated with the on-demand music track and/or the album or artist) which in turn
affect which electronic media submissions, e.g., user-artist profiles and associated on-demand
music tracks and/or albums, appear to the user as shown and discussed for example below.

Soundcloud uses function-specific subsystems, for example as shown below.
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Q 4

= EYouube Search

ouTube S X | @8 Subscriptions - YouTube X | (@ WEELYPLANNING | Telo X | [EJ Discover on SoundCloud X [ Uploady

€ C @ sounddoud.com/uploac

ovide FLAC, WAV, ALAC, or

AIFF for highest audio quality

Basic info Metadata Permissions

0g o Copyright Music BuC e vEIDG
y2matecom-home-foat- #

Chootwy Instrumental Spectrum

@ Upload image

u P Type here to search

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
@S How to Digital :

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

5 98K GP A Share =+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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= DYoulube Search Q &

Basic info Metadata Permissions
Title
Name trck
name-trck 7

Genre

None

Custom
@ Upload image

Ambient My
Classical
Country

Dance & EDM
Dancehall
Deep House
Disco

Drum & Bass

e
Dubstep
Electronic SUBSCRIBE

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
‘® ;zkwszﬂs?ri‘,ggf[ 98K GB 2 share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundcl: X +

23  leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Scrolling down, we see a list of tags for genre-based filtering.

- © ¥ "4 99% 10:16

Q ¥ 4 =

fthip hop Hrap #electronic
Hdeep house #love #chill
#party #r&b #pop
Hreggaeton #dubstep
#Hreggae #relax #happy
#country #techno H#remix

#house #idance #workout

i

BEAUZ - Away Ft. Aaron Lindt [Futur...

Visually, | quite like how this part of the screen is laid out. Text is a design elementin
itself, and this screen works despite the lack of graphics. The text for the tagsis
noticeably bigger than the rest, making the layout skimmable.

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundcl: X +

C [ 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

® V¥ "4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

1 % Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)

> 1.8\ :

2 Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Noisia Radio SO3E12
'

4 @ Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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» Adding Keywords and Song In'. X+

= [DVYoulube Search Q 4
& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® o) 9 = Fri6Apr 18:01 61%(4> Q =
@ @ /[ Battle of the Lords by Mad La- X e
& = (@& Secure | htips://soundcloud.com/ma u 0 r (y E’a ® o m @ o a [+ ]

i Apps [59180 Challenge + Bookmarks [ [J_Learn HTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. [ Opportunities: gue.. EJGYML! ESHIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks
Basic info Metadata Permissions
Title*
Battle of the Lords I
£
battle-of-the-lords 7
Y
\ N

\ Soundtrack
Reggae
.] 0 |‘ e Reggaeton
i Rock | drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,
im.
LA, ‘ . | essive, #woodkid, #chaotic, #bold,

determined, #revenge, #army,

Techno s #marching, #mechanical,

Trance

Trap

Triphop /i I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an

World INnd dynamic. Includes stinging strings,

39ig Marshmallow Man scene in
bic battle in space.

Audioboaks

Business

Comedy

Entertainment K 5 CREATIVE.
o e J { parning

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
goam,  Creative & Productive @ =
e 722 subscribers 524 GF ~> Share =+ Save

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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*  Adding Keywords and Song

] 23 youtube.com/watch?v=SrOV7

= [B3Youlube Search

® € 9D = Fri6Apr 18:01 81%( Q i

& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help

@ ® /[ Battie of the Lords by Mad Lo X
w| Gt ©C - o B e L]

3 Opportunities: gue... EJGYML! B HIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks

X

€ > C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/ms u 0 0
i Apps [3180 Challenge # Bookmarks [} [g_LearnHTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti...

Basic info Metadata Permissions

Title*

Battle of the Lords

O‘ 4 ! battle-of-the-lords 4
‘T W
t ~ |

Genre

. Soundtrack

JoKe Additional tags

‘{ | intense #epic, #orchestral, #powerful, #drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,

#action, #adventure, #suspense, #agqgressive, #woodkid, #chaotic, #bold,
tibrave, #confrontational, #dangerous, #determined, #revenge, #army,
#energy, *explosive, #heroic, #intense, #marching, #mechanical,
‘menacing, #rebellious, #sinister,

Description
I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an
electro-orchestral action track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings,
flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big Marshmallow Man scene in
Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.
(G CREATIVE

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

e, Creative & Productive b2 | GD > Share = Save .-

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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= BYouTube Search Q d
& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® 1 D = Fri6Apr 18:06 63%[%) Q =
® @ /[ sattle of the Lords by Mad Lo X e
€& > C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmusic/battle-of-the-lords | Gy F' ® o wm 0 M@ a (]
i Apps 3180 Challenge #r Bookmarks [} [J, LearnHTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. 3 Opportunities: gue.. B3 GYML! B3 HIT 00, Learn » [23 Other Bookmarks

TryPro Upload f® MadlassMusic v+ M@ E  ees

Collection

% Your track has been updated
Y successfully.

@ Like (3 Share 2 Edit == More > ®5 11 ® 1 More stat Scheduled
Releases

I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action N - i post
track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big

Mar: Man seene in ar the nrpnarations far an enic hattle in snace

|
aEd D L # powerful, I ¢ drive, ] [ #brass, L # trailer,
[ adventure. ] [ # bold. )

Mad Lass Music

Heavy Empty
[ ] mment A 1 AP T 3
' (4 Aint Givin' Up with Jasper Smitty

@ Mais il tue ce son, il donne la niak Marilyr

Cosmic

* @nesrine-hamidi-596726487: haha contente qu'il te motive )

Mg e w W BB N

hutps:/jsoundcioud.com tags powerful,

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

goum, Creative & Productive s (Do Eies &

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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D YouTube S earch =

{=

Library Try Pro  Upload ’.\‘ Charles Cleyn a B ees

Uppermost *

France

Al Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts @ station [[IER © share m -
o Given by Nature (Album) 84.9K 70 : ."i
hbibl Bet
e T T
. 1 Given by Nature > oY
I 2 £choes of Mystery > @
. 3 Love Runway >
. 4 Under Control [ v
I 5 "hrough The Pain > - ‘h:;a;’vlo:v aking “‘
[ S N o8] 421 oo« IR E nv:'

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

@ ::»tlérles Cleyn 3k OGP £ Share =4 Save
50K subscribers

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).

80


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 81 of 122

" o ;I;-Yo Miss Independent
e g o

X People

W' Albums @ 6000 3191 (5 Share  ses More . -
ul

W' Playlists

° Independent [ Electronic |

0 A

¥ 7356 11,115 (5 Share  ess More  Stream/Download > K -

Language: English (US)

IndyDistro ©

A i

Follow

Sa
P N | a2 &2 1 own . =
Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You
Charles Cleyn =
@ 150K subscribers @ h3k P /> Share =4 Save

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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o ;I;-Yo Miss Independent
e g0 o o
L People

W' Playlists

° Independent [ 8 Electronic |

ot 0 A

¥ 7356 11,115 (S Share  ees More  Stream/Download > K -

Language: English (US)

IndyDistro ©

A i

Follow

3
P N | a2 421 1 oun e
Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You
Charles Cleyn =
@ 150K subscribers @ h3K P /A Share =4 Save

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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Scrolling down, we see a list of tags for genre-based filtering.

#hip hop #rap

#deep house #love

Hparty #r&b
H#reggaeton
#reggae Hrelax
#country

#house #dance

Hdubstep

#techno

© V"4 99% 10:16

#telectronic

Hchill

#happy

Hremix

#workout

Future Bass Records
) BEAUZ - Away Ft. Aaron Lindt [Futur...

Visually, | quite like how this part of the screen is laid out. Text is a design element in

itself, and this screen works despite the lack of graphics. The text for the tags is

noticeably bigger than the rest, making the layout skimmable.

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

83


https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document1l Filed 08/22/24

P Engagement Analysis: Soundc x +

23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

1 % Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
~ Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)
> 1.8} :
bCS N
2 Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
> .
3 Noisia Radio SO3E12
> :
4 m Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

Page 84 of 122

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

48.  The Accused Instrumentality includes an electronic media submissions server

subsystem, having one or more data processing apparatus and an electronic media submissions

database stored on a non-transitory medium to process and store received submissions from a

plurality of users (such as user-artists and individual users), for example content pertaining to
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respective artist profiles, user profiles and on-demand music tracks and/or music albums submitted
by user-artists on the Accused Instrumentality, as well as multimedia content to be displayed on
one or both of the user’s profile and the curated feed of other users in the form of featured and/or
top-ranked on-demand music tracks and playlists, or music tracks and/or albums pertaining to a
particular user-artist, as discussed and shown for example in connection with the above discussion.
For example, the submissions pertaining to building a user profile and creating an album may
include e.g., photo, audio, and/or textual content The submissions are provided to the Accused
Instrumentality via a submissions electronic interface, e.g., a web-based content portal, accessible
for example by logging in and selecting options to upload such content or import content,
configured to receive such electronic media, from a plurality of submitters (e.g., user-artists and
individual users) over a public network (e.g., the Internet) and stored, via an uploading process, in
said electronic media submissions database for use in distribution to other users of the Accused

Instrumentality.
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= @Youlube Search Q ¢

€ Get 10% off Pro Unlimited when you upgrade by Mar 2, 2020. X

First upload to first album

Share your tracks and access the tools you need to break through
and build your legacy.

Upload yourJu'st track

Connect directly with fans

Find your community

Real-time stats
Sea which f

Lracks the m

u £ Type here to search

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
(® "'Jg‘k”;zg'lge'f:" (598K GF D shae =+ save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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= EYoulube Search Q 0

0% of free uploads used v

ted for unlimite

Drag and drop your tracks & albums here

or choose files io upload

v| Make a playlist when multiple files are selected

Privacy. @ Public Private

Provide FLAC, WAV, ALAC, or AIFF for highest audio qualily. Learn more about lossless HD.

I - roubleshooting tips - Copynight FAQs
Q (o ppload  confier L your sounds comply with our s anc

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)

\ How to Digital ; =
338K subscribers SwiEe Eﬁ 9.8K L‘_,U A> Share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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= DVYoulube Search Q U

ard - YouTube & X | 1@ Subse YouTube X | (g WEEKLY PLANNING | Treflo % | By Discover on SoundCloud X [B Uplosdyour musicaaudioancs X | 4 = o X

€« C @& sounddoud.com/upload * 0@ R BT @&

Provide FLAC, WAV, ALAC, or AIFF for

Basic info Metadata Permissions

@ Upload image

u P Type here to search

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
.@ 2‘;:“;:;?32?' 598K GF A Share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24,2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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= DYoulube Search Q s

Basic info Metadata Permissions
Title
Name trck
name-trck ’

Genre

None

Custom
@ Upload image

Ambient My
Classical
Country

Dance & EDM
Dancehall
Deep House
Disco

Drum & Bass

Dut
Dubstep
Electronic SUBSCRIBE

How to Upload Music to Soundcloud! (2024)
‘® ;‘;KWSES?;E;:?[ b 98K GB D share =+ Save

538,704 views Feb 24, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAEOLEZpt0).
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* Adding Keywords and Song It X+

A %5 youtube.com/w

= [B3Youlube Search

= Fri6Apr 18:01 61%0%> Q

® Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® 4 D

© @ [ Batie of the Lords by Mad Lo X
w (Gt O - o B e Q :

€< - C @& Secure | https://soundcloud.com,

i Apps [33180 Challenge sk Bookmarks [1 [d. Learn HTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. [E3 Opportunities: gue.. EJGYML! EJHIT E300, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks
X
' . . ® k
Basicinfo Metadata Permissions
Title *
. Battle of the Lords
4
§ . Q battle-of-the-lords 7
" F v
( ~ Genre
' Soundtrack
oK e Additional tags

intense #epic, #orchestral, #powerful, #drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,

Update image K o
#action, #adventure, #suspense, #aggressive, ¥woodkid, #chaotic, #bold,

tibrave, #confrontational, #dangerous, #determined, #revenge, #army,
tenergy, Hexplosive, #heroic, kintense, #¥marching, ¥#mechanical,
menacing, #rebellious, #sinister,

Description
I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an
electro-orchestral action track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings,
flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big Marshmallow Man scene in
Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.
(= CREATIVE

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
cpun;  Creative & Productive B2 OB e — e T s

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).

90


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 91 of 122

» Adding Keywords and Song Inf. X+

C @ = youtw

= [D3Youlube Search @ (!
@& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help ® o) D = Fri6Apr 1801 61%(%) Q =
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€ > C & Secure | https://soundcloud.com/madiassmusic/battle-of-the-lord | GG [ =} a © m ] ()
i Apps [59180 Challenge +r Bookmarks [1 [g_ LearnHTML & CSS.. [ Videos [ Creative & Producti.. E5 Opportunities: gue.. E36YML! EIHIT 500, Learn » [ Other Bookmarks

Basic info Metadata Permissions

| ¥ . Title *
-
) Battle of the Lords I
z . Q battle-of-the-lords 7
& + g
‘ | Genre
* Soundtrack
Keggae
'l 0 h e Reggaeton

i & Rock ul, #drive, #strings, #brass, #trailer,
Update image
. Kressive, #woodia, #ehaotic, Hb01d

determined, #revenge, #army,

Techno se, #marching, #mechanical,

Trance

Trap

Triphop ¢be I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an
World | and dynamic. Includes stinging strings,

a big Marshmallow Man scene in
epic battle in space.
Audiobooks
Business
Comedy
Entertainment k. 5 CREATIVE.

hitps:j/soundcioud.comimadiassmusic/b  tie-of-the-lords L garaino

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
guum, Creative & Productive b2 G T G &

722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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» Adding Keywords and Song Inf. X+

uty

= BYouTube Search

@& Chrome File Edit View History Bookmarks People Window Help
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Basic info Metadata Permissions

Contains music Artist
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ISRC (7 Composer
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Buy-link
Album title Record label
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Barcode

| I
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® All Rights Reserved Creative Commans

* Required fields

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud
goum, Creative & Productive
722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing
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Publisher
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Release title

Battle of the Lords
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ISwC
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Cancel 5 CREATIVE.

y24 GF £~ Share =+ Save e

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You
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50K subscribers

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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LP Engagement Analysis: Soundc x +

C 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

Q@ ¥4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)
1>

Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Noisia Radio SO3E12
|5

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).

49.  The electronic media submissions database of the Accused Instrumentality used by
Soundcloud which stores the submissions further stores data identifying the submitter and data

indicating content for each electronic media submission. As shown below, data identifying the
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user (submitter) includes, e.g., a name. Data indicating content for each electronic media

submission includes a photo, audio and/or textual content.

= D3YouTube Search Q

(=

oload  f

Uppermost *
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)
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Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

@ C?arlfs (Illte?f.n w b 3K GB 2 shae =+ Save

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

®

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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= DYoulube Search Q U
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endent music"”

Search results for “inde

>
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L People

W Playlists

0 o
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118,988 views Jun 7,2019 id #sound

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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Case 1:24-cv-06356

{=
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Creative & Productive - —
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722 subscribers Spibarbe l]ﬁ 24 91 ﬁ Share =+ Save

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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> P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-ana

o W & Incognito {4)

emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 9% 10:33

User 717024195

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop

R ’E

) ife - R.I.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the
user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud's player
is beautifully designed.

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.

N M 7t WP Ry o709 A-AT

oﬁ

"l"

e

iy my l|||||| il

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© ¥ "4 9% 10:42
El;e = J.I.Z.E Ft Dai

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

@ V4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

% Q Ain't My Fault (Macky

Gee X Phantasy Bootleq)

m— Why We Lose (feat.

Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

;OISIB ;B;IO JL3E12
>

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

LLCA LALLM

abaka
) Oumou Sangare - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

50.  The Accused Instrumentality electronically generates multimedia files from the
retrieved electronic media submissions, in accordance with a selected digital format (e.g., a digital
format compatible with a selected digital format compatible with the particular device such as a

computers or smart phone incorporating one or more browsers or apps), and the identification of
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the submitter is maintained with each retrieved submission within the multimedia file. As shown
below, data identifying the user (submitter) includes, e.g.,, a name identifying the user. For
example, below are examples of such multimedia files being displayed within a user’s browser or
app, on a user device, where the identification of the submitter (e.g., the name of the user-artist
submitter of the profiles and/or various content as discussed above) is maintained with each

retrieved submission within the multimedia file having associated multimedia content, for example

as shown below.
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®

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action
4 track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and pianc. Would work for a big
Marshmallow Man scene in Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.
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722 subscribers

2,291 views Apr 6,2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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25 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud's player
is beautifully designed.

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.

N M S Ry 07 4-47

- & NIHNIW

(i

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v L Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X i

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© ¥ "4 96% 10:42

!IL - l.I.Z.E Ft Dai

B v
® 33 comments on this track

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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> P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-ana

sundcloud/ o W & Incognito {4)

emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 99% 10:33

User 717024195

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop

R.I.ZE
) Life - R.L.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the
user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundc x +

23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

@ V4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

% Q Ain't My Fault (Macky

Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)

m- Why We Lose (feat.

Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

51.  The Accused Instrumentality employs an electronic release subsystem operatively
coupled to the electronic multimedia creator server subsystem, necessarily having one or more
data processing apparatus in order to serve multimedia profile, music track and/or music playlist

content with associated photo, profile picture, audio, and textual content to users, configured to
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make the multimedia content electronically available for viewing on one or more user devices. For
example, as shown below, multimedia content associated with user-artist profiles, music tracks
and playlists are provided over a public network (e.g., the Internet) on various user devices (e.g.,
a computer or other device with a web browser or app) in response to a user logging in to the

Accused Instrumentality. Soundcloud uses function-specific subsystems, for example, as shown

below.

Library « Try Pro  Upload "“ Charles Cleyn ~ a = LT

Uppermost *

France

All  Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts Ge) Station |MEILITE (5 Share @ e

° Given by Nature (Album) 84.9K
o Ao A A o
[ 2 Echoes of Mystery [j' ‘

I 3 Love Runway .

I ¢ under control

. 5 Through The Pain - W .
Mahlow - Waking vl
(=3

I L e o0 423 < LDl - ¢

®

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

@ Charies Clayn w (b 3K GR 2 shae =4 Save

118,988 views Jun 7, 2019 #soundcloud #soundcloudreview

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).
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o 0

¥ 7356 L1115 (5 Share s More  Stream/Download

IndyDistro ©

L L . ad |

Is Soundcloud Free | How It Works and Is Soundcloud Right For You

Charles Cleyn - —
@ 150K subscribers fh 3K GB ) Share =+ Save

118,988 views Jun 7,2019 # id #sound

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s).

112


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PckZwtys0&t=226s

Document1 Filed 08/22/24 Page 113 of 122

Case 1:24-cv-06356
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I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action

E track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and pianc. Would work for a big
Marshmallow Man scene in Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.

oMo O

Adding Keywords and Song Information in SoundCloud

Creative & Productive - —
G .
722 subscribers Spibsrribe l]ﬁ 24 91 ﬁ Share + Save

2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).

114


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU

Case 1:24-cv-06356 Document 1  Filed 08/22/24 Page 115 of 122

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud’s player
is beautifully designed

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.
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(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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P Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

From a content perspective, the charts are also well designed.

@ V4 99% 10:19

< Drum & Bass charts

NEW & HOT TOP 50

Zara Larsson - Ain't My Fault (Macky
Gee X Phantasy Bootleg)

| 2

Cartoon - Why We Lose (feat.
Coleman Trapp) [NCS Release]
>

Noisia Radio SO3E12
I

Macky Gee - Black Widow VIP (FREE

DLCALALA A

Kabaka
) Oumou Sangaré - Saa Magni (Kabak...

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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v P Engagement Analysis: Soundc X +

C M 2% leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/

Meanwhile, you might wonder where the track info is displayed in this relatively minimal screen. It

takes a couple of clicks to reach the menu, but you can pull it up without leaving the player.

© V"4 9% 10:42

Life - R.I.Z.E Ft Dai

Uploaded 7 months ago

This track encompasses some of the

experiences that made me who | am
today as well as the elements of Life that
| continue to discover and learn about
with time. Soulful songstress Dai blessed
the track with her lovely vocals inspired
by the late 90's hit "Life" by Des'ree

Recorded at BlackHole International
Sounds

Produced by: JUST Jeff
Mixed/Mastered by: No-Mad & Brian
Haines

Release date: August 15th 2016

You can browse comments from this screen, and you can even leave your own comments from the
menu in the bottom right.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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e L»  Engagement Analysis: Soundclc X +

C M@ 23 leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/ & £ Incognito (4)

emphasizing Soundcloud’s brand color and the primary CTA of the screen.

One Way to Improve

The user profile on the Soundcloud app isn't bad, but it's missing one important feature.

© V4 9% 10:33

User 717024195
§ L

INFO SOUNDS FOLLOWING FOLLC

Your profile is empty.

To edit your profile, sign in to SoundCloud on your desktop.

R.I.ZE
) Life - R.L.Z.E Ft Dai

| would have gladly changed my name from User 717024195, but | guess that's not possible on mobile!

In Soundcloud’s defense, this is probably more a technical issue than a UX issue. And the rest of the

user profile is easy to navigate, with tabs removing the need to tap to a new screen.

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).

52.  The Accused Instrumentality employs web-based graphical user interface with an
electronic voting subsystem, necessarily having one or more data processing apparatus in order to
track voting or electronic rating, configured to enable a user to electronically vote for or rate (e.g.,
by the user’s choices with respect to a selection of a Heart Icon) an electronically available

multimedia content (e.g., a song track having associated multimedia content provided by an user-
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artist submitter, such as accompanying audio, photo and/or textual content). Soundcloud uses

function-specific subsystems, for example as shown below.

The Player

What Soundcloud Does Well

The music player is the heart and soul of a music app. And I'm happy to say that Soundcloud's player
is beautifully designed.

For starters, the seekbar is intuitive, as you'll see below.

Vi

| :
11||||m|nu||||\‘1ll

(E.g., https://www.leanplum.com/blog/app-engagement-analysis-soundcloud/).
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I'm a big monster and I'm angry! Or maybe I'm just hungry. In any case, this is an electro-orchestral action

E track, powerful and dynamic. Includes stinging strings, flutes, brass and piano. Would work for a big
Marshmallow Man scene in Ghostbusters or the preparations for an epic battle in space.
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2,291 views Apr 6, 2018 SEO for Music Licensing

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrDV79306zU).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]0PckZwtys0&t=226s).

53. Plaintiff has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing conduct.
Defendant is thus liable to Plaintiff for damages in an amount that adequately compensates
Plaintiff for such Defendant’s infringement of the ‘665 Patent, i.e., in an amount that by law cannot
be less than would constitute a reasonable royalty for the use of the patented technology, together
with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

54. To the extent marking is required, VCA has complied with all marking
requirements.

V. JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff, under Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, requests a trial by jury of

any issues so triable by right.
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VI. PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that the Court find in its favor and against

Defendant, and that the Court grant Plaintiff the following relief:

a. Judgment that one or more claims of United States Patent No. 9,501,480 have been
infringed, either literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, by Defendant;

b. Judgment that one or more claims of United States Patent No. 9,477,665 have been
infringed, either literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, by Defendant;

C. Judgment that Defendant account for and pay to Plaintiff all damages to and costs
incurred by Plaintiff because of Defendant’s infringing activities and other conduct
complained of herein, and an accounting of all infringements and damages not
presented at trial;

d. That Plaintiff be granted pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on the damages
caused by Defendant’s infringing activities and other conduct complained of
herein; and

e. That Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief as the Court may deem just
and proper under the circumstances.

August 22, 2024 LOAKNAUTH LAwW, P.C.
OF COUNSEL: /s/ Nicholas Loaknauth
Nicholas Loaknauth
_ Loaknauth Law, P.C.
David R. Bennett 1460 Broadway
(pro hac vice to be filed) New York. NY 10036
Direction IP Law (2 1 2) 641 _,0745

P.O. Box 14184
Chicago, IL 60614-0184

nick@loaknauthlaw.com

(312) 291-1667 Attorneys for Plaintiff
dbennett@directionip.com Virtual Creative Artists LLC
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