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Isaac S. Crum, #026510
icrum(@messner.com
MESSNER REEVES LLP
7250 N. 16 St., Ste 410
Phoenix, Arizona 85020
Telephone: (602) 457-5059
Facsimile: (303) 623-0552

David R. Bennett (pro hac vice forthcoming)
dbennett@directionip.com

Direction IP Law

P.O. Box 14184

Chicago, IL 60614-0184

Telephone: (312) 291-1667

Attorneys for Plaintiff

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

VIRTUAL CREATIVE ARTISTS,
LLC, C.A. No.
Plaintiff,
V. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
HOUZZ INC.,
Defendant.

ORIGINAL COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

Plaintiff Virtual Creative Artists, LLC files this Original Complaint for Patent

Infringement against Houzz Inc. and would respectfully show the Court as follows:

I. THE PARTIES
1. Plaintiff Virtual Creative Artists, LLC (“VCA” or “Plaintiff”) is a Delaware

limited liability company, having a business address at 338 Gracious Way, Henderson, NV

89011.
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2. On information and belief, Defendant Houzz Inc. (“Houzz” or “Defendant”)
is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of Delaware. Defendant has a place
of business at 222 S Mill Ave, Tempe, AZ 85281. Defendant has a registered agent at
Corporation Service Company at 8825 N 23™ Avenue, Suite 100, Phoenix, AZ 85021.

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This action arises under the patent laws of the United States, Title 35 of the
United States Code. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction of such action under 28
U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a).

4. On information and belief, Defendant is subject to this Court’s specific and
general personal jurisdiction, pursuant to due process and the Arizona Long-Arm Statute,
due at least to its business in this forum, including at least a portion of the infringements
alleged herein at 222 S Mill Ave, Tempe, AZ 85281.

5. Without limitation, on information and belief, within this state, Defendant]
has used the patented inventions thereby committing, and continuing to commit, acts of]
patent infringement alleged herein. In addition, on information and belief, Defendant has|
derived revenues from its infringing acts occurring within Arizona. Further, on
information and belief, Defendant is subject to the Court’s general jurisdiction, including
from regularly doing or soliciting business, engaging in other persistent courses of conduct,
and deriving substantial revenue from goods and services provided to persons or entities in
Arizona. Further, on information and belief, Defendant is subject to the Court’s personal
jurisdiction at least due to its sale of products and/or services within Arizona. Defendant]
has committed such purposeful acts and/or transactions in Arizona such that it reasonablyj
should know and expect that it could be haled into this Court as a consequence of such
activity.

6. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b). On information|
and belief, Defendant has businesses in this district at 222 S Mill Ave, Tempe, AZ 85281.
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On information and belief, from and within this District Defendant has committed at least]
a portion of the infringements at issue in this case.
7. For these reasons, personal jurisdiction exists and venue is proper in this

District under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b).

III. COUNT1
(PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF UNITED STATES PATENT NO. 9.501.480)

8. Plaintiff incorporates the above paragraphs herein by reference.

0. On November 22, 2016, United States Patent No. 9,501,480 (“the ‘480
Patent”) was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office.
The ‘480 Patent is titled “Revenue-Generating Electronic Multi-Media Exchange and
Process of Operating Same.” A true and correct copy of the ‘480 Patent is attached hereto
as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference.

10.  VCA is the assignee of all right, title, and interest in the ‘480 Patent,
including all rights to enforce and prosecute actions for infringement and to collect
damages for all relevant times against infringers of the ‘480 Patent. Accordingly, VCA
possesses the exclusive right and standing to prosecute the present action for infringement|
of the ‘480 Patent by Defendant.

11.  The invention relates to the field of creating and distributing media content,
in particular, creating media content based upon submissions received on an electronic
media exchange. At the time of the original invention in 1998, there was an Internet-centric
problem that required a technical solution—how to develop a computer system that would
allow remote contributors of electronic content to share and collaborate their content to
develop new media content. The claimed invention, which predates modern crowdsourcing
solutions, offers a unique, unconventional, and specially configured combination of

“subsystems” in which to address the Internet-centric problem.
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12.  As set forth in the claims, the claimed invention has a collection of]

unconventional and particularly configured subsystems, including:
e “an electronic media submissions server subsystem,”
e “an electronic multimedia creator server subsystem,”
e “an electronic release subsystem,”
e “an electronic voting subsystem,” and
e their corresponding specialized databases.

13.  Each of these subsystems are configured in a very specific (and not generic),
unconventional and non-routine manner to offer the novel and non-obvious claimed|
invention. For example, claim 1 requires an “electronic media submissions database,”
which is a subsystem that receives media submissions from Internet users. This is not a
generic database but rather a scalable database that must be able to receive, store, and
manage multiple petabytes of multimedia data received from users all over the world. This
is one of the many specialized databased required in the claim. In fact, the specification
discloses the use of a sophisticated database management system known in the art at the
time that was capable of handling data at this level, Oracle7. This type of database
management system cannot operate on a generic computing system but rather requires
specialized hardware and software.

14.  As another example, the claim requires a specifically configured “electronic
media submission server subsystem.” This subsystem is defined as specifically having:

e ‘“one or more data processing apparatus,”
e ‘“an electronic media submission database stored on a non-transitory
medium,” and
e ‘““a submissions electronic interface.”
The “submissions electronic interface” is further specifically “configured” [1] “to receive
electronic media submissions from a plurality of submitters over a public network, and [2]

store the electronic media submissions in the electronic media submission database.”
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Further, “the electronic media submissions database” in this subsystem is further required|
to “store[] [1] data identifying the submitter and [2] data indicating content for each
electronic media submission.” Collectively, the level of detail included in this very
particular, well-defined, and unconventional subsystem makes clear that the claims include
substantially more than the alleged abstract idea or merely performing an alleged abstract
idea on a computer.

15.  Similarly, the claim also requires a separate specifically configured “an
electronic multimedia creator server subsystem.” The claim specifically defines how this
second subsystem interacts with other components including being “operatively coupled
to the electronic media submissions server subsystem.” The claim also specifically defines
this subsystem as “having”:

e ‘“one or more data processing apparatus” and
e ‘“an electronic creator multimedia database stored on a non-transitory
medium.”

16.  This subsystem is also specifically “configured [1] to select and [2] retrieve
a plurality of electronic media submissions from the electronic media submissions database
using an electronic content filter located on the electronic multimedia creator server.” The|
“filter” also includes a very specific algorithm of “being based at least in part on at least
one of the one or more user attributes to develop multimedia content to be electronically

2

available for viewing on user devices.” Even more detail is provided by requiring “the

identification of the submitter [be] maintained with each selected and retrieved submission

29

within the multimedia content.” Here again, collectively, the level of detail included in
this very particular and well-defined and unconventional subsystem makes clear that the
claims include substantially more than an alleged abstract idea or merely performing an
alleged abstract idea on a computer.

17.  The claim also includes “an electronic release subsystem,” which is well

defined and not conventional or routine. The claim defines how this subsystem is
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2

“operatively coupled to the electronic multimedia creator server subsystem.” The claim
also defines the components of this subsystem as having “one or more data processing
apparatus” and being particularly “configured to make the multimedia content
electronically available for viewing on one of more user devices.” These details,
collectively, also make this very particular and well-defined and unconventional subsystem
substantially more than an abstract idea or performing an abstract idea on a computer.

18.  The claim also requires “an electronic voting subsystem,” which is well-
defined, specific, and unconventional. This claimed subsystem has “one or more data
processing apparatus” and is specifically “configured to enable a user to electronic vote for]
or electronically rate an electronically available multimedia content or an electronic media
submission within a respective electronically available multimedia content.”

19. Claim 1 is a specific and discrete implementation. For example, the claim
requires an “electronic content filter” located at the server, remote from end users, and
customizable based on user attributes. As another example, the “electronic voting
subsystem” at the time of the invention was novel and inventive and added sufficient
inventive contributions to avoid a risk of preempting creating and distributing media
content. Itispossible to create and distribute media content without ever having to include
a “voting” subsystem on what components should be included in such media content. The
detailed configuration “to enable a user to vote for or electronically rate an electronically
available multimedia content or an electronic media submission within a respective
electronically available multimedia content” has the level of particularity that avoids any
risk of preemption.

20.  Furthermore, the very particular and specifically configured ‘“electronic
media creator subsystem” not only provides a detailed and unique physical structure and|
interrelationship with other claimed components, but also includes a very specific
configuration that is not conventional or routine. The claims make clear the

interrelationship of the “electronic multimedia creator server subsystem” with respect to
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“the electronic media submission server subsystem” which must be “operatively coupled”
thereto. The claims also provide detail on how the “electronic media creator subsystem”
is “configured” “to select and retrieve a plurality of electronic media submissions from the
electronic media submission database using an electronic filter.” They also provide detail
on how the “electronic filter” is “based at least in part on at least one of the one or more
user attributes” and specifies that “the identification of the submitter is maintained with|
each selected and retrieved submission within the multimedia content.”

21.  These arguments overcame a patent eligibility rejection under 35 U.S.C.
§ 101 of the claim at issue during the prosecution of the ‘480 patent before the United
States Patent and Trademark Office.

22.  Direct Infringement. Upon information and belief, Defendant has been|

directly infringing claim 1 of the ‘480 Patent in Arizona, and elsewhere in the United

States, by employing a computer-based system using https://www.houzz.con/ (“Accused

Instrumentality”) (e.g., https://www.houzz.com/).

23. Houzz uses a computer-based system for its Accused Instrumentality, to
enable user-submitters to create designer profiles and share multimedia content pertaining
to architecture, interior design and/or decor posts (hereinafter referred to as “Design
Listings”). The Design Listings may be in the form of a “Project” or an “Ideabook™ and
include multimedia content including image and textual content e.g., a Listing Name,
design features, design inspiration, cost range and the like, as well as images or renderings
of the designs which may be shown to other users based on, infer alia, user attributes. User-
submitters may also create user profiles which include multimedia content including image
and textual content pertaining to the user-submitter (e.g., a submitter’s profile picture and
an About Me section and Design Listings). Individual users may save or bookmark the
Design Listings and, through Houzz.com, hire a local contractor to perform home
renovations based on the Design Listings. Individual users may also submit “Ideabooks”

of saved or booked marked Design Listings. Houzz, during the relevant time period, took
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advantage of multiple cloud server providers for the Accused Instrumentality, as discussed
above, as well as scalability within its cloud server providers, employing separate server
subsystems for all its meaningfully different functions. Houzz uses, and has used during
the relevant time period, numerous different networks and providers for, inter alia, content
management systems, web servers, web hosting, data centers, proxy certificates, SSL

certificates, traffic analysis, advertising, and tagging, thereby using separate server

subsystems for all its meaningfully different functions, such as those indicated below.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dDA_oFkayo).
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Web Technologies used by He

W3Techs

Web Technology Surveys
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provided by
-Success
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Overview of web technologies used by Houzz.com.

Website Background

Description on Homepage

Popularity rank

Houzz - Home Design, Decorating and Remodeling
Ideas and Inspiration, Kitchen and Bathroom Design
Houzz is the new way to design your home, Browse 25
million interior design photos, home decor, decorating
ideas and home professionals online.

Top 10k among all websites

Content Management Systems

WordPress
used on a subdomain

Salesforce Customer 360
used on a subdomain

wordPress is an open source blog publishing and
content management system, based on PHP and
MySQL

Salesforce Customer 360 provides platforms that
enables companies to connect with customers and
partners.

Server-side Programming Language

PHF 7.2.12
79% of sites use a newer version

used on & subdomain

PHP is a scripting language for creating websites.

Client-side Progr

JavaScript

JavaScript is a lightweight, object-oriented, cross-
platform scripting language, often used within web
pages.

JavaScript Libraries

jQuery 3.1.1

6% of sites use a newer version

jQuery is a JavaScript library that simplifies HTML
document traversing, event handling, animating and
Ajax interaction. Originally developed by John Resig.

Bootstrap Bootstrap is an open source HTML, CSS, and
used on a subdemain JavaScript framework.

Web Server

Envoy Envoy Proxy is a proxy server designed for large

service-oriented architectures.

(E.g., https://w3techs.com/sites/info/Houzz.com).

14
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Web Technologies used by Hou X

C m

25 w3techs.com/

HTTP Strict Transpeort Security

Default subdomain www

Default protocol https

used until racantly

& Incognito (2)

HTTP Strict Transport Security (HSTS) defines a
mechanism enabling web sites to declare themselves
accessible only via secure connections.

The websites redirects visitors to its www subdomain,
e.g. from example.com to www.example.com.

The websites redirects visitors to use SSL encryption,
e.g. from http://example.com/ to
https://example.com/.

Persistent cookies with an expiration time of up to 1
day.

Structured Data Formats

Open Graph

Twitter Cards

Generic RDFa

JSON-LD

used on inner pages

Microdata

used on inner pages

The Open Graph protocel, originally developed by
Facebook, is an RDFa-based format that enables any
web page to become a rich object in a social graph.

Twitter Cards enable automatic attachment of photos,
videos and media elements to Tweets.

Generic RDFa {Resource Description Framework in
attributes) is RDFa without further specialization.

JSON-LD {JavaScript Object Notation for Linked Data)
is a method of encoding Linked Data using JSON.

Microdata is a specification to integrate metadata
within existing content on web pages.

Markup Languages

HTMLS

XHTML Strict 1.0

used on inner pages

HTMLS is the fifth revision of the HTML standard.

Strict version of XHTML.

Character Encoding

UTF-8

UTF-8 (8-bit Unicode Transformation Format) is a
variable-length character encoding for Unicode, which
is backwards compatible with ASCIL.

Image File Formats

PNG

JPEG

SVG

PNG (Portable Network Graphics) is a lossless
compression image format, suitable to store graphics
with uniformly colored areas, and originally introduced
as a free, open-source successor of GIF.

JPEG {Joint Photographic Experts Group) is a lossy
compression method suitable to store photagraphic
images.

Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG) is an XML-based
wector image format.

Top Level Domain

.com

Commercial entities

Server Locations

United States
used on 3 subdomain
Germany

used on 3 subdomain
Sweden

used on 3 subdomain

Content Language

English

Share this page

DX

m}

Finish update §

About Us  Disclaimer

Terms of Use  Privacy Policy  Advertising Contact

(E.g., https://w3techs.com/sites/info/Houzz.com).

24.

server subsystem, having one or more data processing apparatus and an electronic media
submissions database stored on a non-transitory medium in order to process and store

received submissions from a plurality of user-submitters, for example content pertaining

15

The Accused Instrumentality includes an electronic media submissions
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to their respective electronic media submission (e.g., Design Listing) on the Accused|
Instrumentality, as well as multimedia content to be displayed on one or both of the user’s
profile and the Design Listing, as discussed and shown for example in connection with the
above discussion. The submissions pertaining to building a user profile and to posting a
Design Listing may include e.g., photo and/or textual content. The submissions are
provided to the Accused Instrumentality via a submissions electronic interface, e.g., a web-
based content portal, accessible for example by logging in and selecting an option to upload|
such content or import content, configured to receive such electronic media, from a
plurality of submitters (e.g., user-submitters) over a public network (e.g., the Internet) and|

stored, via an uploading process, in said electronic media Listings database for use in|

distribution to other users of the Accused Instrumentality.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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How to Houzz
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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409 youre willing 1o go a few tips inthese

412 sections your business description its
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a7 you currently have on your website but

419 then 1 would strongly encourage you 1o

421 tweakita litle it and make it

English (auto-generated)

r My Houzz: Kyrie lrving's
* Surprise Renovation
=
l

&4 : @) signin

Transcript i X

3553 this will allow you to start talking

3:55  about your b

ere you want to

3:59  focus is business description services

405 provided an ares served the basics about

415 perfectly fine to take the description

417 you currently have on your website but

421 tweak ita linle bit and make it
422 personal we see that house users are

4:25  really looking for a personal connection
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iy Like GCJ A Share =+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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Adding Tex
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2 Chek N1 save and contioun.
3 Megeatfor i photd il done. 1212 s 3000 as that photo uploads youl be
Tithe: 12:16  taken to this page on the last screen we.
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Category
1z this project overall give people a
N 12224  general sense of what theyre about to
sy
z = 1225  see bul now we want (o give some more
Couy
. = 1228 information about each individual phote B

1231 inthat project and of course we want to

Link 10 Web St

1235 make sure that homeowners are finding
Keywords (sparstes oy commat 12:36  your photos in those eleven and a half
12:39  milkon photos on house how are they
1241  going'to find yours well al text on

Description & Phots Credits

English (auto-generated)
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. o b 5 Like GJ /> Share =+ Save £

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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0:33  work that they have done so what does

0:35  this process look like when someane

0:37  comes 1o house first let's take a look

0:40  from the home owners perspective usually

0:43  where we see them starting and we have a

| English (auto-generated)
i i —— s A

How to Houzz
. lrlo?zz L] 3 iy Lke QR /A Share S+ Save oo r

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

My Houzz: Kyrie Iving's

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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Test Professional
(FRG) | Get Reviews>

1ldeabook »

¥ houzz

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz
h HouzzAU w

17,701 views Feb 28,2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).
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{=

= E3YouTube &

Inspiration <15 Million Photos

¥ houzz

o meoTos @ SHOP BY DEPARTMENT 1 FIND PROFESSIONALS

I 14,772,412 Home Design Photos I

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz

h HouzzAU ‘ @ BN op /) Share =+ Save

17,701 views Feb 28, 2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

25.  The electronic media submissions database of the Accused Instrumentality]
used by Houzz which stores the submissions further stores data identifying the submitter
and data indicating content for each electronic media submission (e.g., Design Listing). As
shown below, data identifying the user-submitter includes, e.g., a name. Data indicating
content for each electronic media submission includes photo and/or textual content

pertaining to the Design Listing.
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13,266 views Apr 19,2017

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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14,772,412 Home Design Photos
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

= (E3YouTuhe Search = 3

How to download houzz images without Watermark or Symbel

Jakjiji - 3d Modeling Rendering =
Q 246 subscribers 7?7 G /> Share =+ Save

445 views Jan 15, 2020

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4yYpKmDEZU).

26.  Individual user-submitters can sign up and create user profiles, designer
profiles and Design Listings on Houzz’s Accused Instrumentality, which are stored on aj
user database. Such user database is stored in memory available through the Accused|
Instrumentality, for example as discussed above. The user attributes of users who create aj
Design Listing, contained on the user database, may include e.g., project space, project cost]
range, geographical region, country, design style, room and/or area of a home, and the like]

as shown for example in the examples below.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

27. The Accused Instrumentality employs an electronic multimedia creator|
server subsystem operatively coupled to the electronic media submissions server
subsystem, necessarily having one or more data processing apparatus in order to manage
content, and an electronic creator multimedia database stored on a non-transitory medium,
configured to select and retrieve a plurality of electronic media submissions (e.g., Design
Listings with associated photo content and textual content) from the electronic media
submissions database using an electronic content filter located on the electronic multimedial
creator server. As can be seen below, such electronic content filter as is used by Houzz is
based at least in part on at least one of the one or more user attributes, (e.g., based on, inten
alia, project space, project cost range, geographical region, country, design style, room|
and/or area of a home, project size) which in turn affect which electronic media

submissions, and associated media, appear to the user, as shown and discussed for example

below.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

28.  Such electronic content filter is used by the Accused Instrumentality to
develop multimedia content (e.g., user profiles, Design Listings, and/or various content as
discussed above) associated with the user-submitter to be electronically available for
viewing on user devices (e.g., devices such as computers and smart phones incorporating
browsers or apps) wherein the identification of the submitter (e.g., a name) is maintained|
with each selected and retrieved submission within the multimedia content, for example as

shown below.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

29. The Accused Instrumentality employs an electronic release subsystem
operatively coupled to the electronic multimedia creator server subsystem, necessarily
having one or more data processing apparatus in order to serve multimedia profile and/or]
post content with associated photo, profile picture, and textual content to users, configured
to make the multimedia content electronically available for viewing on one or more user]
devices. For example, as shown below, multimedia content associated with the Design
Listing or a designer/user profile is provided on various user devices (e.g., computers of]
other devices with a web browser or app) in response to a user logging in to the Accused

Instrumentality. Houzz uses function-specific subsystems, for example as discussed below.

30




(>R c R e Y S I \S)

N N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e e
[o < B e Y N S = e T < N e U ) L N U N S

(08576902 / 1}

Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL Document 1 Filed 09/13/24 Page 31 of 73

= D3 VYouTube

8 Eye——
e 2CH

dooe 3 Mews f ProfiaPaps () EatPrels ¥ EétPest ()

wwwhouzr.com

vo@mo =

¥ Synecys Desgn ] Facsboos Ao = 3 Ot Baskemarin

¥ houzz

BrHotos L FNDPROS  § SHOP

URNITURE SALE

[ R

AOVICE

Search 108,868
Paio Alta Professionals

B stones From Mousr

How to Houzz

10 Contemporary

=

Bath Procucts

©

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

iy Like CR /> Share =+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

= EVYouTube

13 vome Disign s, P

& 9 C # [ wwwhouzz.comp

I dpps N Waum ) ProfiePage 3 Canpmom N terpmpcr [}
% houzz oarch B
Busget - ansitional Bathroom

s

O Symaegy swign 3 Facemons Ace.

" FURNITURE SALE

Newion Tudor
Hacin + Associstes

55
58

A That and Then Some - Napenle Kitchen
The Kitchen Stutio of Glen Etyn

123/ 2130 - Photos >
How to Houzz
. Houzz Pro
5.43K subscribers

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

& Peninsula Leading Architect

- X

iy Like &GP /A Share =+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

31

i @ signin

Transcript X

Q, Searchin video

0:10  the leader leaving residential design

0:14  platform for home renovation and design

0:17  as you can see we have homeowners coming

0:21 1o house 1o look at our beautiful photos

0:23  and find professionals 1o do the work we

0:27  have our professional community that is

0:29  done on the house creating professional

0:31  profiles and uploading photos of the

0:33  workthat they have done so what does.

rocess look like when someone

0:37  comes to house first let's take a look
0:40  from the home owners perspecive usually

0:43  where we sex them starting and we have a

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
=

Signin

Transcript H X

Q, Search in video

1:16  todo n their home when they find a

1:19  photothat they really like they can

1:22  actually save it into one of their idea

1:24  books that just means they can keep

1:26  track of it to.come back and reference

1:28  itlater but one of the really powerful

1:31  things about photos on house is they

1:33  areritjust photos they actualy fink to

137 theprofessional that did the work and

1:38 5o within one click homeowners can now

1:42  find out more about the professionals

t did the work that you see in this

1:46  photo 50 you can read more about them

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
= Surprise Renovation
-

— W T U




(08576902 / 1}

(>R c R e Y S I \S)

N N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e e
[o < B e Y N S = e T < N e U ) L N U N S

Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL Document 1 Filed 09/13/24

2 CH

How to Houz

[T

E dops 1§ voumr

wwwhouzz.com el

4 protie Pags

3 Cat Proto (8 £ Brojoct [ Seve o cesbosk [} Sve o esbont

% houzz

Beuoros L FNDPROS

The'Kitchen Studio of G

23Re | Review me

7 Houzz Awards ) 50 Projects >

Whowr §Nouis | Whour

sl t ™ P

3 Suv o dsiouch 3 Butors & Budges Y Syocgy ey ] Foceboot oo

BEDROOM

(630) 6260458

et Wineing Kitchen
Remedeier - Chixago &

Cantact Me.

Website

& Bath Dusigner
Suburbs

. Houzz Pro

13.266 views Apr 19,2017

iy Like

L) 4> Share

=+ Save e

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

0
-

XN

How to Houzz

. Houzz Pro

dows % vieums

e

e

e S
@ batiares ¥ Cororen ¥ Ganoiens D) B

#

% houzz Pros. Photos, Products & Mars

 Srowrw) svon K3 Facemoss ace.

- FURNITURE SALE

9 . Your Meuzr

12z SampleyProfile

5 Get Re

9 Projects)

64 ideabooks »

Upload Photo

e Stren

gth

Unanswered Guestions

it et

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

iy Like

(54 A Share

=+ Save -

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

32

Page 32 of 73

Transcript H X

Q

Search in video

1:37  the professional that did the work snd
1:38 50 within one click homeowners can now L]
1242 find out more about the professionals

1:44  that did the work that you see in this.

1:46  photo so you can read more about them

1249 the business that they are the services

1551 they provide and where theyre willing

1:53  totravel any awards that they've won

1:56 [Wcan also see phatos of past projects

1:59 [fother work that they've done

2:00 [lprotessionally and then right up at the

204 1opis all the comact information about

206 this professional so as a homeowner if |

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
> Surprise Renovation
o e

i (@ signin
Transcript H X
Q, Search in video
228 example here for you of whata T
2:30  professional profie looks like andit
]
232 was what we were just looking at this is
2:35  a professional profile 50 the company
2:38  name reviews and again allthe
2:41  information about your business and
2:42  projects thal you've done you will also
245 then get reviews from past clients and
248 colleagues so after youss

l? " professional have created a professional

2:53  profile you'e going to start fillng it
2:56  out uploading photos of the work that
2:57  you'e done all of really bragging about

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
=1

PSP




(08576902 / 1}

O 0 NI O W B~ W N =

N N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e e
>IN e Y N VS N S =R BN BN e N V) B N VS EE S e =)

Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL Document 1 Filed 09/13/24 Page 33 of 73

= EYoulube

Creating a Robust Profile

wwwwwwwwww

6 Reviews | Review me 3

.....

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz

h Ho,l_lz.,,ZA,L: . @ 7GR /> Share

17,701 views Feb 28, 2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

33

jo
{=

=+ Save




(08576902 / 1}

O 0 NI O W B~ W N =

N N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e e
>IN e Y N VS N S =R BN BN e N V) B N VS EE S e =)

Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL Document 1 Filed 09/13/24 Page 34 of 73

= E3YouTube

% houzz PHOTOS FIND APRO  SHOP

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz

h on @ o

17,701 views Feb 28,2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

34

=+ Save




O 0 NI O W B~ W N =

N N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e
(>IN B VLY, B N VS R O R =N o e BN e Y S S =]

{08576902 / 1}

Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL Document 1 Filed 09/13/24 Page 35 of 73

= I23YouTube Search Q

(=

M houzz

II ’l N 0:07 / 0:30

Find Pros on Houzz

HouzzTV g =
h 748K subscribers h39 GP o shae =+ Save

6,221 views Apr 3,2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dDA_oFkayo).

35




Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL Document 1 Filed 09/13/24 Page 36 of 73
1
) = 3 YouTube Search Q U
3
4
M houzz
5
6 Olivia Mark Designs Contact
7
! ‘} -
9 Jones Modern Bath Luna Contemporary Weston Midcentury Henry Transitional
10 74 Reviews
11 ’ Sererlw Greene PR o e
12 (Y% all thos did oo loc ikl iak
13
Find Pros on Houzz
14 =] ::‘;:ff;:ms b3 Gp #> Share =+ Save
15 6,221 views Apr3,2018
16 || (E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dDA_oFkayo).
17 ) : ) :
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31.  Plaintiff has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing conduct.
Defendant is thus liable to Plaintiff for damages in an amount that adequately compensates
Plaintiff for such Defendant’s infringement of the ‘480 Patent, i.e., in an amount that byj
law cannot be less than would constitute a reasonable royalty for the use of the patented
technology, together with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

32.  To the extent marking is required, VCA has complied with all marking

requirements.
IV. COUNTII

(PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF UNITED STATES PATENT NO. 9.477.665)

33.  Plaintiff incorporates the above paragraphs herein by reference.
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34.  On October 25, 2016, United States Patent No. 9,477,665 (“the ‘665 Patent”)
was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The ‘665
Patent is titled “Revenue-Generating Electronic Multi-Media Exchange and Process of]
Operating Same.” A true and correct copy of the ‘665 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit
B and incorporated herein by reference.

35.  VCA is the assignee of all right, title, and interest in the ‘665 Patent,
including all rights to enforce and prosecute actions for infringement and to collect
damages for all relevant times against infringers of the ‘665 Patent. Accordingly, VCA
possesses the exclusive right and standing to prosecute the present action for infringement|
of the ‘665 Patent by Defendant.

36. The application leading to the ‘665 patent was filed November 16, 2012,
which was a continuation of application no. 11/978,781, which issued as United States
Patent No. 8,340,994, which was a continuation of application no. 09/565,438 which issued|
as United States Patent No. 7,308,413. (Ex. B at cover). The ‘665 patent was first assigned
to Virtual Creative Artists, LLC. (/d.).

37. The ‘665 Patent shares the identical specification as the ‘480 patent and
therefore VCA incorporates the background and discussion of the invention in Paragraphs
11-18. Furthermore claim 1 involves a system for generating multimedia content. The
claim requires, among other things, electronically generating a multimedia file from the
retrieved electronic media Submissions in accordance with a selected digital format,
wherein the identification of the submitter is maintained with each retrieved submission
within the multimedia file. The claim requires electronically transmitting the multimedia]
file to a plurality of publicly accessible webservers to be electronically available for
viewing on one or more user devices over a public network via a web-browser and. This
allows electronically transmit data indicating votes or rating of multimedia content in a
much quicker and easier fashion based on specific user criteria. There is nothing abstract]

about this very particular, unconventional, and non-routine system for the generation of
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multimedia content as specifically claimed and there is no risk of preempting creating and|
distribution contention generally, or even within the context of the Internet.

38.  The invention is a highly technical electronic process that cannot be achieved
with the human mind and is instead rooted in computer technology, including the steps of:

e “clectronically retrieving a plurality of electronic media submissions,”

e “clectronically generating a multimedia file from the retrieved electronic
media submissions in accordance with a selected digital format,”

e “clectronically transmitting the multimedia file to a plurality of publicly
accessible webservers to be electronically available for viewing on one or
more user devices over a public network via a web-browser,” and

e “providing a web-based graphical user interface that enables a user to
electronically transmit data indicating a vote or rating for an electronically
available multimedia content or an electronic media Submission within a
respective electronically available multimedia content.”

39.  Each of these subsystems are configured in a very specific (and not generic,
unconventional and non-routine manner to offer the novel and non-obvious approach|
claimed invention. For example, claim 1 requires an “electronic media submissions
database,” which is a subsystem that receives media submissions from Internet users. This
is not a generic database but rather a scalable database that must be able to receive, store,
and manage multiple petabytes of multimedia data received from users all over the world.
This is one of the many specialized databased required in the claim. In fact, the
specification discloses the use of a sophisticated database management system known in|
the art at the time that was capable of handling data at this level, Oracle7. This type of]
database management system cannot operate on a generic computing system but rather
requires specialized hardware and software.

40. The claim also provides details to explain how each step operates. For

example, the claim requires “electronically retrieving a plurality of electronic media

40
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submissions from an electronic media submissions database using an electronic content
filter located on one or more data processing apparatus.” Further, “the electronic media
submissions database” in this step is further required to “store[] [1] data identifying the
submitter and [2] data indicating content for each electronic media submission.” The step
further requires and “electronic content filter.” The “filter” also includes a very specific
algorithm of “being based at least in part on at least one of the one or more user attributes.”

41.  The claims also require an “electronically generating a multimedia file from|
the retrieved electronic media submissions in accordance with a selected digital format.”
Manipulation of multimedia data in accordance with a selected digital format is far from|
generic and was not routine or conventional at the time of the invention. Further, this step

99 ¢

requires that the “electronic media submissions database” “stores data identifying the
submitter” and the “the identification of the submitter is maintained with each retrieved
submission within the multimedia file.”

42.  The claims also require “providing a web-based graphical user interface that
enables a user to electronically transmit data indicating a vote or rating for an electronically
available multimedia content or an electronic media Submission within a respective
electronically available multimedia content,” which is a well-defined, specific, and
unconventional feature. By including this additional voting/rating feature, the claims avoid|
any risk of preempting the creation and distribution of content.

43.  The claims also have inventive concepts. For example, the claim requires
that he filtering tool be at a specific location, remote from the end-users, with customizable
filtering features specific to each end user. The "electronic content filter” is located at the
server, remote from the end user, and customizable based on user attributes. The “electron|
voting” step at the time of the invention was also novel, inventive, and added sufficient

inventive contributions to avoid a risk of preempting the creation and distribution of media

content. It is clearly possible to create and distribute media content without ever having to
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include a “voting” subsystem on what components should be included in such media
content.

44.  These arguments overcame a patent eligibility rejection under 35 U.S.C.
§ 101 of the claim at issue during the prosecution of the ‘665 patent before the United
States Patent and Trademark Office.

45.  Direct Infringement. Upon information and belief, Defendant has been

directly infringing claim 1 of the ‘665 Patent in Arizona, and elsewhere in the United

States, by employing a computer-based system using https://www.houzz.con/ (“Accused

Instrumentality”) (e.g., https://www.houzz.com/).

46. Houzz uses a computer-based system for its Accused Instrumentality, to
enable user-submitters to create designer profiles and share multimedia content pertaining
to architecture, interior design and/or decor posts (hereinafter referred to as “Design
Listings”). The Design Listings may be in the form of a “Project” or an “Ideabook™ and
include multimedia content including image and textual content e.g., a Listing Name,
design features, design inspiration, cost range and the like, as well as images or renderings
of the designs which may be shown to other users based on, infer alia, user attributes. User-
submitters may also create user profiles which include multimedia content including image
and textual content pertaining to the user-submitter (e.g., a submitter’s profile picture and
an About Me section and Design Listings). Individual users may save or bookmark the
Design Listings and, through Houzz.com, hire a local contractor to perform home
renovations based on the Design Listings. Individual users may also submit “Ideabooks”
of saved or booked marked Design Listings. This system makes use of one or more data
processing apparatus, and a computer readable medium coupled to the one or more dataj
processing apparatus having instructions stored thereon which, when executed by the one
or more data processing apparatus, cause the one or more data processing apparatus to
perform an electronic method comprising the functions as further discussed below. Houzz,

during the relevant time period, took advantage of multiple cloud server providers for the
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Accused Instrumentality, as discussed above, as well as scalability within its cloud server
providers, employing separate server subsystems for all its meaningfully different]
functions. Houzz uses, and has used during the relevant time period, numerous different
networks and providers for, inter alia, content management systems, web servers, web
hosting, data centers, proxy certificates, SSL certificates, traffic analysis, advertising, and|

tagging, thereby using separate server subsystems for all its meaningfully different]

functions, such as those indicated below.
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10 travel any awards that they ve won

can also see photos of past projects

other work that theyve done

protessionally and then right up at the

2:06

1op is all the contact information about

this professional 5o as a homeowner if |

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
Surprise Renovation

HouzzTV

-

Signin

@ signin

X
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¥ Syoergy Design [ Facebook Acw

CIEIETE © @ v

Houzz SampleyProfile
L pr—

How to Houzz

. Hosx B0 5 Lke GP 2 Share =+ Save

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

(>R c R e Y S I \S)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
-

—

—_ =
N =

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

[a—
(8}

[a—
AN

(=

= E3YouTube earch Q

—_—
N O W

CARIN Design

6 Reviews | Review me >

[ N N T \S T O L S T
“hn WD = O O

[\
(@)

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz

H.CfUZ.ZALl' 57 &R A Share =+ Save
2 subscribers

17,701 views Feb 28,2018
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

= E3YouTube

% houzz PHOTOS FIND APRO SHOP

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz

h o, on @ Ao

17,701 views Feb 28, 2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).
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= I23YouTube Search Q

(=

M houzz

II ’l N 0:07 / 0:30

Find Pros on Houzz

HouzzTV g =
h 748K subscribers h39 GP o shae =+ Save

6,221 views Apr 3,2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dDA_oFkayo).
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= 3YouTube Search Q

=

Olivia Mark Designs

] kR kk 74 Review

Contact

25 Projects

P

Jones Modern Bath Luna Contemporary Weston Midcentury Henry Transitional

74 Reviews

’ Serena Greene
PN

all thons didd o o PrT g P Py

Find Pros on Houzz

HouzzTV " =
h 748K subscribers ﬁ 39 @ 4 Share =+ Save

6,221 views Apr 3,2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dDA_oFkayo).
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Web Technologies used by He

W3Techs

Web Technology Surveys

Learn w/ experts.
Systems Engineering - 40
course options - onling/in-
person. Learn more!

Finish update

provided by
-Success

rad ed in

advertise here

Home

Technologies  Reports

API  Sites

Quality Users Blog Forum FAQ  Search

Web Design Tips, Tutorials, and Guides -
‘ DesignBombs

Featured products and services advertise hare

wordPress Tutorials & Themes -
Themeisle

Site Info - Houzz.com

lookup another site: [Site Info

Get our gite info tools or use our site info API.

Overview of web technologies used by Houzz.com.

Website Background

Description on Homepage

Popularity rank

Houzz - Home Design, Decorating and Remodeling
Ideas and Inspiration, Kitchen and Bathroom Design
Houzz is the new way to design your home, Browse 25
million interior design photos, home decor, decorating
ideas and home professionals online.

Top 10k among all websites

Content Management Systems

WordPress
used on a subdomain

Salesforce Customer 360
used on a subdomain

wordPress is an open source blog publishing and
content management system, based on PHP and
MySQL

Salesforce Customer 360 provides platforms that
enables companies to connect with customers and
partners.

Server-side Programming Language

PHF 7.2.12
79% of sites use & newer version

used on & subdomain

PHP is a scripting language for creating websites.

Client-side Progr

JavaScript

JavaScript is a lightweight, object-oriented, cross-
platform scripting language, often used within web
pages.

JavaScript Libraries

jQuery 3.1.1

6% of sites use a newer version

jQuery is a JavaScript library that simplifies HTML
document traversing, event handling, animating and
Ajax interaction. Originally developed by John Resig.

Bootstrap Bootstrap is an open source HTML, CSS, and
used on a subdemain JavaScript framework.

Web Server

Envoy Envoy Proxy is a proxy server designed for large

service-oriented architectures.

(E.g., https://w3techs.com/sites/info/Houzz.com).
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Web Technologies used by Hou X O

G m 25 w3techs.com/ / 7.0 = £ Incognito (2) Finish update 3

HTTP Strict Transpeort Security HTTP Strict Transport Security (HSTS) defines a
mechanism enabling web sites to declare themselves
accessible only via secure connections.

Default subdomain www The websites redirects visitors to its www subdomain,
e.g. from example.com to www.example.com.

Default protocol https The websites redirects visitors to use SSL encryption,
e.g. from http://example.com/ to
https://example.com/.

Persistent cookies with an expiration time of up to 1
used until recently day.

Structured Data Formats

Open Graph The Open Graph protocel, originally developed by
Facebook, is an RDFa-based format that enables any
web page to become a rich object in a social graph.

Twitter Cards Twitter Cards enable automatic attachment of photos,
videos and media elements to Tweets.

Generic RDFa Generic RDFa {Resource Description Framework in

attributes) is RDFa without further specialization.
JSON-LD JSON-LD {JavaScript Object Notation for Linked Data)
used on inner pages is a method of encoding Linked Data using JSON.
Microdata Microdata is a specification to integrate metadata
used on inner pages within existing content on web pages.

Markup Languages

HTMLS HTMLS is the fifth revision of the HTML standard.

[a—
[ N e R * SN e Y L I \)

XHTML Strict 1.0 Strict version of XHTML.

used on inner pages

—
—

Character Encoding

UTF-8 UTF-8 (8-bit Unicode Transformation Format) is a
variable-length character encoding for Unicode, which
is backwards compatible with ASCIL.

[a—
\]

Image File Formats

PNG PNG (Portable Network Graphics) is a lossless
compression image format, suitable to store graphics
with uniformly colored areas, and originally introduced
as a free, open-source successor of GIF.

[a—
(8}

14 JPEG JPEG {Joint Photographic Experts Group) is a lossy
compression method suitable to store photagraphic
images.

15 SVG Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG) is an XML-based

wector image format.

Top Level Domain

.com Commercial entities

[a—
(o)}

Server Locations

United States
used on 3 subdomain
Germany

used on 3 subdomain
Sweden

used on 3 subdomain

—_—
co

Content Language

[a—
\O

English

[\
(e

Share this page

DX

About Us  Disclaimer  Terms of Use  Privacy Policy  Advertising Contact =

\S]
[

N
[\

\S]
[98)

(E.g., https://w3techs.com/sites/info/Houzz.com).

[\
I

47.  The Accused Instrumentality electronically retrieves a plurality of electronic

\S]
(V)]

media submissions from an electronic media submissions database on a non-transitory

[\
(@)

medium, for example multimedia content pertaining to building a Design Listing,

\]
3

Ideabook, Project or personalized user profile on the Accused Instrumentality, as well as

[\
o¢)
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multimedia content pertaining to Design Listings (e.g., image content and textual content]
pertaining to the Ideabook or Project). Individual user-submitters can sign up and create
Design Listings on Houzz ’s Accused Instrumentality, which are stored on a user database.
Such user database is stored in memory available through the Accused Instrumentality, for
example as discussed above. The user attributes of users who create a Design Listing,
contained on the user database, may include e.g., project space, project cost range,
geographical region, country, design style, room and/or area of a home, and the like as
shown for example in the examples below. Houzz ’s Accused Instrumentality’s retrieval
of electronic media with associated photo content and textual content associated with the
Design Listings from the electronic media submissions database uses an electronic content]
filter located on the one or more data processing apparatus. As can be seen below, such
electronic content filter as is used by Houzz is based at least in part on at least one of the
one or more user attributes, (e.g., based on, inter alia, project space, project cost range,
geographical region, country, design style, room and/or area of a home, project size) which
in turn affect which electronic media submissions, e.g., Design Listings and associated

media, appear to the user, as shown and discussed for example below. Houzz uses function-

specific subsystems, for example as discussed below.

= EYoulube Q 4

Ll
vo@Eo s

= 62 O Bosumarke

Transcript i X

BBy oo o
“ oo

L]
i dope % M ¥ oo

¥ houzz

Upload Photos to a Project

Setect Project L

.......

How to Houzz
° Houzz Pro

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

Subscribe
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

= [E3Youlube al Q 0 i @ signin

& ope— - - - | g |

# 4 C ) wwwhouzz.comioganizeColection/type=projide-2/action=edt vo@Oo=s
' apss B voum 3 Prefhefage B CotPron 3 Gmversen [ n ] > ® sywrg Dswor B Facevons Aoe. = & o docamaria

Transcript H X

Q, search in video

x
ng Tex
1 Enter e, <ategery. and otve ks beiom Adcing et
2 Clck Nt 10 save and continu.
1 Repeat for at photas unul dane. 12:12 a5 soon as that photo uploads you'll be

1216 taken to this page on the last screen we:
1220 were asking you some questions about

” 1221 this project

x 1224 general sens

e people 8

they're about to

1225 see but now we want fo give some more

1228 informa dividual photo "

1231 inthat d of ¢

2 we want to

1235

omeowners are finding

1236 your photos in thase eleven and a half
1239 million photos on house how are they

12:41  going to find yours well all text on

= English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
=

(>R c R e Y S I \S)

—_—
—

How to Houzz

. HolEZ Y0 fh Lke GF 2> Share =+ Save

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

[a—
\]

[a—
(8}

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

[a—
AN

= (D3 Youlube ] Q U i @ sionin

[a—
N
|

o gy 2= o == Pox

& 5 C A L wwwhourzcomio sectionftyp 2 uctionmadt vOBD = Transcript

[a—
(o)}

Fdope B e O Pofitoge § CtPow § et ) n o * 8 S Do [ o i o R
Q,  Search in video
X
17 -
(SR ————
2 Chck et 10 save wng corinus.
3 Beoat for i photon unt dos. 1301 photo by
18 The 13:03  specifically what type of space In this
1306 case it can say this
o ] 13:08

[a—
\O

121 b

1313 entryway photos this photc

[\
(e

13:16  show up now youre going to scroll to
u

13:19  the botiom of the screen because to make

13:24 3 litle bit easier wa've added these

Ko (e parsted by s

N
[\

13:26  drop downs so now you can very quickly

1328 add some general information about this

ﬂ English (auto-generated)

How to Houzz My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
W * Surprise Renovation
. H‘“"_JH‘P“’_ @ 5 Lke G /2> share =4 Save e [‘ -

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

Description & Photo Credits

[NC T N}
~ W

\S]
(V)]

(E.g., https://'www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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[c BN

(08576902 / 1} 52




(08576902 / 1}

N N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e e
>IN e Y, B "N UL I (O R e e B N - ) TV, B N GO R (S I =R T BN e ) UV B N VS N 8

Case 2:24-cv-02430-DWL

Document 1 Filed 09/13/24 Page 53 of 73

= E3Youlube

[Te——

som@o

& 3 X D) wawhouzzoom
ops % Hours f ProfieFage ¥ CanPhon % Esnboect [) n o)
% houzz n Photos, Product
Bgoos  Lmomos % N Ban sEmooM  LvmG o
\ ot Shea
Subtle Lighting Creates a
«. Glowing Land:
e ¥ | -rinsiary
View st photon
8 Sinres From Moz
= F

How to Houzz

1)

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

Houzz Pro

¥ ¥ Syrergy Devign

3 Facoboss ace = (i O Bosmaris

@ vourrioun

AowCE

" FURNITURE SALE

1B comemporary

—

o Procucts

=

Bearoom Products

iy Like GR £ Share

=+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

Transcript

Q  searchin

ideo

0:53  homeowners where their starting is with
0:56  our beautiful photos really one of the
0:59  great things that house is known for 5o
Photos

1:02  homeowners are coming in and locking at
1:04  beautiful photos as you can see we have
1:07  over eleven and a haif million photos
1:09  now uploaded on the site and theyre
1:12  looking at photos 1o get inspiration of
114 the projects that maybe they would like
1:16  t0dointheir home when they find a
1:19  photo that they really like they can

1:22  actually save itinto one of their idea

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
-

2) Signin

X

= E3YouTube

wawhouzz coms

Je}
-

I does % e 0 Piatage ¥ Carpnm 3§ b ) n B ®
# - . "
% houzz et Pk, Prodics, P
OPnOTos L ANDPROS W SHOP  KTCMEN  BATM  BEDROOM  LVING  OUIDOOR L
Design & Remodeling Home improvement Home Services
Room
s Extertor
- Hou
woa 5 1. BorHBEIE
#&hroom

Mors Roams

Budget
How to Houzz
. Houzz Pro

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

=

BT T

iy Like GP £ Share

=+ Save

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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Q, Search in video

Photos

1:02  homeswners are coming in and looking at
1:04  beautiful photos as you can see we have
1:07  over eleven and a half million photos
109 now uploaded on the site and theyre
112 looking at photos 1o get inspiration of
1:14 be they would like
1996 10doin their home when they find &
119 photo that they really ke they can

1:22  actually save it into one of their idea
124 books that just means they can keep
1:26  track of itto come back and reference
1:28  itiater but oneof the really powerful

English (auto-generated)

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
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= E3Youlube

Transcript

wwwhouzz comiphotosis=1

O Pt rage ¥ Eanphan % tan poect [}

3 Syearyy Ounge ] Focabonk e

CUEIETE © @ v

Q,  Search in video

1:33  aenit just photos they actually link to
1:37  the professional that did the work and
1:38 50 within one click homeowners can now

1:42  find out more about the professionals

t did the work that you see in this

1:46  photo 50 you can read more about them

1:49  the business that they are the services
1551 they provide and where theyre willing
1:53  totravel any awards that they've wan

The Kitchen Studio of Gien Eilyn 156 can also see photas of pi
ek 3

ojects

1:59  other work that they've done
David Herig. Archtect

2:00  professionally and then right up at the

2:04  topisall the contact information about

English (auto-generated)

How to Houzz
@

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
=+ Save - =

iy Like GR £ Share

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).

= 3YouTube e Q

Transcript

[T —

2 3 osiepage B Eannans 3§ ferpromes [

Q, Search in video

% houzz
L rormos % swor aEDROOM prva—— Photos
Design & Remodsiing [rE—— Couring Services 102 homeowners are coming in and looking at
Arcriects @aiang A Catinatry v Co canes Carpet D
Designers D Becrcin o pon 104 beautiful pholos as you can see we have

1:07  over eleven and a half million photos

Garage Door Saes . J 1:09  now uploaded on the site and they re

Harwood Fiooring Desven _
b 1112 looking at photos 1o get inspiration of

114 the projects that maybe they would like
116 10.dointheir home when they find a
119 photo that they really ke they can
1:22  actually save it into one of their idea
124 books that just means they can keep
126 track of it o come back and reference

1:28  itlaterbut one of the really powerful

English (auto-generated)

How to Houzz

. Houzz Pro

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's
* Surprise Renovation
-

iy Like GP > Share

=+ Save e

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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¥ houzz

14,772,412 Home Design Photos

Houzz for Beginners — How-to Houzz

h HouzzAU 71 GP > shae =+ Save
712 subscriber

17,701 views Feb 28, 2018

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).

48. The Accused Instrumentality includes an electronic media submissions
server subsystem, having one or more data processing apparatus and an electronic media
submissions database stored on a non-transitory medium in order to process and store
received submissions from a plurality of user-submitters, for example content pertaining
to their respective electronic media submission (e.g., Design Listing) on the Accused|
Instrumentality, as well as multimedia content to be displayed on one or both of the user’s
profile and the Design Listings, as discussed and shown for example in connection with|
the above discussion. The submissions pertaining to building a user profile and to posting
a Design Listing may include, e.g., photo and/or textual content. The submissions are
provided to the Accused Instrumentality via a submissions electronic interface, e.g., a web-

based content portal, accessible for example by logging in and selecting an option to upload
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such content or import content, configured to receive such electronic media, from a
plurality of submitters (e.g., User-submitters) over a public network (e.g., the Internet) and|

stored, via an uploading process, in said electronic media submissions database for use in|

distribution to other users of the Accused Instrumentality.

= EYoulube Q )
AL -
€ 0 X f§ [ wwwhourz o - o Transcript H X
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64 Ideabooks >

English (auto-generated)

How to Houzz My Houzz: Kyrie Irving's

-
Houzz Pro r * Surprise Renovation
b oy Like GF A Share =+ Save = | | i
43K subscribers ‘KLI s

13,266 views Apr 19,2017

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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3:53  this will allow you to start talking "
3:55

Houzz SampleyProfile

8 Reviews

Accoumt Account Information 406 youwho yo

Public Business Information 419 ther

421 tweak it a ltle bit and make it

English (auto-generated)

How to Houzz =
. Houzz Pro @ y Lke GP 2 shae =4 Save o rL
]

13,266 views Apr 19,2017
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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422 per see that house users are
4:25  really looking for a personal connection
English (auto-generated)
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13,266 views Apr 19,2017 — EPTTRR e an et e Aot o

(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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Protes Project Cont 10:24 s searchable 50 you want 10 think of
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Country Zip Cose

10:28  searchable on house where the project is
sty

10:32  loc d the style of it
Uik to et 10:35  are some really good things 10 use i

10:38  this 5o for example we can use San
Keywossis by

English (auto-generated)

How to Houzz My Houzz: Kyrie Irving’s
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Houzz Pro r = Surprise Renovation
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE-a80ruYjw).
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(3 YouTube Se Q L i @ signin

- |
& 3 € A [ wwwhouzz comiuplosdSpacesiugioadTo=proje vOo@BOS=s
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).
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49.  The electronic media submissions database of the Accused Instrumentality]
used by Houzz which stores the submissions further stores data identifying the submitter
and data indicating content for each electronic media submission (e.g., Design Listing). As
shown below, data identifying the user-submitter includes, e.g., a name. Data indicating

content for each electronic media submission includes photo and/or textual content.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92kodKE93al).
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4yYpKmDEZU).

50.  The Accused Instrumentality electronically generates multimedia files from|
the retrieved electronic media submissions, in accordance with a selected digital format
(e.g., a digital format compatible with a selected digital format compatible with the
particular device such as a computer or smart phone incorporating one or more browsers
or apps), and the identification of the submitter is maintained with each retrieved
submission within the multimedia file. As shown below, data identifying the user-submitter

includes, e.g., a name identifying the user.
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(E.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4yYpKmDEZU).

51.  The Accused Instrumentality, in order to distribute its multimedia file to a
geographically distributed userbase, electronically transmits the multimedia file to a
plurality of publicly accessible webservers, so as to make electronically available
multimedia profiles and/or Design Listings, with associated photo and textual content, to
various users amongst a geographically distributed userbase, thereby making the]
multimedia file electronically available for viewing via a web-browser on one or more user
devices over a public network (e.g., the Internet). Houzz uses function-specific subsystems,

for example as discussed below.
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52.  The Accused Instrumentality employs a web-based graphical user interface
enabling its users to electronically access an electronic voting subsystem, enabling tracking
of voting or electronic rating, configured to enable a user to electronically transmit data
indicating a vote for or rating of (e.g., by the user’s choices with respect to a selection of
one or more Stars and textual content in the form of a Review) an electronically available
multimedia content (e.g., a multimedia listing provided by a submitter, with accompanying
photo and/or textual content). Houzz uses function-specific subsystems, for example as

discussed below.
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53.  Plaintiff has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing conduct.
Defendant is thus liable to Plaintiff for damages in an amount that adequately compensates
Plaintiff for such Defendant’s infringement of the ‘665 Patent, i.e., in an amount that byj
law cannot be less than would constitute a reasonable royalty for the use of the patented
technology, together with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

54.  To the extent marking is required, VCA has complied with all marking

requirements.

V. JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff, under Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, requests a trial by

jury of any issues so triable by right.
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1 V1. PRAYER FOR RELIEF
5 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that the Court find in its favor and
3 against Defendant, and that the Court grant Plaintiff the following relief:
4 a. Judgment that one or more claims of United States Patent No. 9,501,480
5 have been infringed, either literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, by
6 Defendant;
. b. Judgment that one or more claims of United States Patent No. 9,477,665
g have been infringed, either literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, by
9 Defendant;
10 c. Judgment that Defendant account for and pay to Plaintiff all damages and
1 costs incurred by Plaintiff because of Defendant’s infringing activities and other conduct
12 complained of herein, and an accounting of all infringements and damages not presented
13 at trial;
14 d. That Plaintiff be granted pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on the
15 damages caused by Defendant’s infringing activities and other conduct complained of
16 herein; and
17 e. That Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief as the Court may
18 deem just and proper under the circumstances.
19
September 13, 2024 MESSNER REEVES LLP
20
Of Counsel: /s/ Isaac S. Crum
21 ' Isaac S. C
David R. Bennett Saac S. Lrum
22|| (pro hac vice forthcoming) Messner Reeves LLP '
Direction IP Law 7250 N 16th Stl‘eet, Sulte 410
23|l P.O. Box 14184 Phoenix, AZ 85020
24 Chicago, IL 60614-0184 icrum@messner.com
(312) 291-1667 Telephone: 602.641.6705
25| dbennett@directionip.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
26 Virtual Creative Artists LLC
27
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